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Djibouti 
Further on Intergovernmental Drought Summit 


Hassan Reelected Chairman 
EA2211i5 Nairobi KNA in English 0815 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] Djibouti, 22 March—The second session of 
the heads of state and government of the Inter-Govern- 
mental Authority on Drought and Development 
(IGADD) has re-elected the president of Djibouti, Has- 
san Gouled Aptidon, the authority’s chairman for 
another two-year term. [passage omitted] 


The heads of state currently holding the biennial meeting 
in Djibouti decided to elect the authority’s future chair- 
man following alphabetical order. By this arrangement 
Ehtiopia will be the next chairman of Igadd in 1990 
followed by Kenya in !992. [passage omitted] 


Kenya’s delegation to the summit is led by Kenya’s 
ambassador to Ethiopia and Djibouti, HE P.J. Ndungu. 
[passage omitted] 


The representative of the Italian ‘“covernment 
announced his country’s donation of 50 nillion U.S. 
dollars aid to IGADD to finance a number of projects in 
member countries and a further 3.5 million U.S. dollars 
aid to the authority’s member countries, starting in 
1991. [passage omitted] 


During the summit Ethiopia’s head of state held two 
rounds of talks with Siad Barre of Somalia apparently on 
their stalemated peace talks in settling the Ogaden bor- 
der dispute. President Mengistu is also expected to hold 
talks with the prime minister of Sudan, Al-Sadiq al- 
Mahdi. 


Somali Dissidents Issue Appeal 
EA220952 (Clandestine) Radio Halgan in Somali 
to Somalia 1700 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Text] Commenting on the second session of IGADD, 
the Intergovernmental Authority on Drought and Devel- 
opment, in Djibouti, a spokesman for Radio Halgan 
called on the participants in the summit to recognize that 
dictator Siad Barre does not represent the Somali nation. 
The spokesman added that the current crisis in the 
country, the civil war raging there, and the armed 
struggle being waged by the Somali people against the 
colonial regime headed by dictator Siad Barre indicate 
that Siad does not enjoy the confidence of the Somali 
people. The spokesman called on the Djibouti meeting to 
be aware that no agreement or resolution they endorse 
with dictator Siad Barre will be honored by the Somali 
nation, since the dictator does not speak for the Somali 
nation. 
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Ethiopia 
Rebels Claim Major Gains in Recent Battle 


‘Large Arsenal’ C 
AU211858 Paris AFP in English 1841 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Text] Paris, March 21 (AFP)}—A spokesman for the 
Eritrean People’s Liberation Front (EPLF) said here 
Monday that rebels had seized a large arsenal of weap- 
onry when they took the town of Afabet on Saturday. 


The EPLF had already reported the capture of three 
Soviet military advisers, a colonel and two captains in a 
battle with government forces for control of the town in 
the northern Ethiopian province. 


The EPLF said Monday that the taking of the town had 
included the capture of 50 tanks, more than 60 pieces of 
artillery and a large number of Soviet-made rockets. 


18,000 Troops ‘Killed, Captured’ 
EA220837 [Clandestine] Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Tigrinya 1500 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Text] In the victories scored on the Nakfa front and at 
Afabet, the heroic peoples army of the EPLF put out of 
action about 18,000 Ethiopian troops. They were either 
killed or captured. The enemy had stationed about 
20,000 troops at the front and in Afabet. A few managed 
to escape, while the others who scattered through the 
area are being hunted. 


Regarding heavy weapons, over 50 Nadew tanks, a total 
of 60 BM-21 rocket launchers, 130-mm and 122-mm 
artillery pieces, and over 20 23-mm antiaircraft guns 
were captured. Apart from the few that were destroyed in 
the fighting, most of these weapons are now in the hands 
of the People’s Army. In addition, the People’s Army 
seized most of the 200 military vehicles that were in the 
possession of the Nadew command. 


Heavy Influx of Sudanese Refugees Reported 
EA212141 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 
0930 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Text] Because of the civil war in the Sudan, many 
nationals of that country are fleeing to exile in Ethiopia. 
In addition to those [words indistinct] earlier, over 
47,500 Sudanese refugees have entered Ethiopia at four 
points in the last 4 months alone. Bekalu Degefaw, our 
Newsfile reporter, who has just returned from Gambela, 
has the details: 


[Bekalu] Ethiopia is accepting the Sudanese refugees in 
line with the Geneva agreements of 1951 and 1967. 
These Sudanese refugees are entering Ethiopia acoress 
the western borders of Illubabor, Welega, and Kafa 
regions. The flow of Sudanese refugees into these areas is 
increasing day by day. It has caused an unexpected 
problem for Ethiopia and a supply of emergency food, 
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clothing,and medicine has become necessary. The refu- 
gees driven out by the civil war in the sudan took over 
(250) days to reach Ethiopia. Therefore, most of them are 
affected by famine and disease. A team of journalists 
which returned from Gambela this week reported that an 
unknown number of Sudanese refugees had died en 
route. The journalists said that 15 of the refugees who 
crossed the border at Gambela a month ago were suffer- 
ing from communicable diseasesand they are now receiv- 
ing treatment. 


A team led by Comrade Berhanu Jembere, commis- 
sioner for relief and rehabilitation, inspected the plight 
of the Sudanese refugees in Gambela and surrounding 
areas. The team’s mission was to make a detailed study 
of the all-round aid needed by the refugees and their 
future conditions. The team consisted of representatives 
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 


Kenya 


Parliamentary Election Results Noted 
EA221135 Nairobi KNA in English 1000 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Several assistant ministers and former MP’s 
have lost their parliamentary seats in yesterday’s secret 
ballot elections. Five assistant minister have so far been 
voted out following results of yesterday’s secret ballot- 
ing. The five are: 


An assistant minister for culture and social services, Mr 
Jc'n Michuki; an assistant minister for information and 
broadcasting, Mr Omar Soba; and an assistant minister 
for agriculture; Mr Julius Muthamia. The others are an 
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assistant minister in the office of the vice-president, Mr 
Tom Ogalo; and an assistant minister for works, housing 
and physical planning, Mr Muhuri Muchiri. 


Several immediate former members of parliament have 
also lost their seats. [passage omitted] 


Uganda 


Minister Escapes From Rebel Captivity 
EA221117 Dakar PANA in English 0911 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Kampala, 22 March (UNA/PANA)—One of 
the ministers who have been in captivity by Ugandan 
rebels has escaped, the UGANDA NEWS AGENCY 
reported on Monday. Dr George Aporu-Okol, the deputy 
minister of animal industry and fisheries, escaped and 
arrived in Kampala on (?11) March. 


Dr Aporu, together with [words indistinct] in Soroti, 
eastern Uganda, in the middle of December 1987. The 
ministers had gone to make contacts with important 
personalities in the districts of Kumi and Soroti, to assist 
them to meet the rebels, and appeal to them to come out 
and take advantage of the government’s amnesty offer. 
Just before the minister's escape, the bishop of Soroti 
diocese, the Rt. Rev. Geresom Ilukor, disclosed in a 
sermon in Soroti cathedral that he had spent 10 days 
with the rebels, negotiating the release of the three 
ministers. 


Dr Aporu said he did not know where his two colleagues 
were since he was separated from them at the beginning 
of January. [words indistinct} Dr Aporu said, “I will 
want to go back home [words indistinct] I want to go 
back with possibly eight volunteers who are willing so 
that [words indistinct] [passage omitted] 
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Namibia 


Administrator General Addresies Caprivi Assembly 
MB211655 Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN in English 
18 Mar 8&8 p 8 


[Speech by Administrator General Louis Pienaar to the 
Caprivi Legislative Assembly in Katima Mulilo on 15 
March] 


[Text] The Caprivi is far from Windhoek. Looking at the 
map it resembles the index finger of Namibia pointing to 
the geographical heart of southern Africa, and borders on 
one of its greatest arteries, that impressive, majestic, 
silent-flowing Zambezi. It is here that the Caprivi, and 
therefore Namibia, rubs shoulders with four other neigh- 
bouring countries. It is this geographical position of the 
Caprivi which, perhaps, symbolises the striving of the 
majority of the people in Namibia to reack out to their 
fellowmen of other African communities with whom 
they share a common southern African destiny. 


There was time when the administration of this region 
was managed from South Africa and the local population 
looked to Pretoria for support and guidance. It is now 
history Today Caprivi forms an integral part of Namibia 
and Windhoek is its capital. 


Which means that the destiny of the people of Caprivi is 
indivisibly linked with that of Namibia and its nation of 
peoples. Their national government is your government, 
the material means at their disposal are shared by you, 
their progress is your progress, and, by the same token, 
their suffering is your suffering. 


In the final analysis your independence will be the 
independence of Namibia as a whole. 


I sincerely trust that the people of the Caprivi will 
become increasingly conscious of thus forming an inte- 
gral and important region of Namibia, will increasingly 
seek to make their contribution to the common wealth of 
the nation and will play their destined role in the 
national government of this country and the develop- 
ment of its constitutional structures. 


I would like to address two subjects today: peace and 
independence; and, a new constitution for the Caprivi. 


Every self-respecting nation in the world seeks indepen- 
dence and international recognition. But it also seeks 
circumstances of peace within which to enjoy its inde- 
pendence and to prosper. 


The framework within which independence can be 
achieved has been settled by international agreement 
and confirmed by resolutions of the United Nations 
Security Council. 
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But the question is whether independence, irrespective 
of the circumstances whereunder it is achieved, will 
produce the sort of peace we are hoping for. 


We are looking forward to an independent Namibia 
where democratic values will be respected. 


Democracy is more than just the right to vote, the right 
to have constitutional structures which guarantee regular 
and free and fair elections. Democracy is a way of life, a 
philosophy, if you wish, in terms of which we shall enjoy, 
among others: 


—freedom of speech without fear of intimidation; 


—freedom of association, personally and in political 
parties and trade unions; 


—freedom to own private property; and 
—free enterprise. 


Among these values is the very essential freedom of 
national, cultural or other groups to protect, enjoy and 
promote their heritage or traditions in the fullest possi- 
ble manner by the availability to them of constitutional 
structures. 


When I speak of freedom to associate in political parties, 
I am referring to those democratic parties that rely on 
policy and reason to persuade voters to support them 
and which would uphold the democratic values I have 
just mentioned. 


I cannot accept as democratic in the true meaning of the 
word, parties that rely on or associate with violence or 
intimidation to strengthen their political stature. 


Consequently I would like to see a system of registration 
of political parties in this country, which would, on 
application for registration, require proof of substantial 
support and a formal abjuration of any semblance of 
violence, force or intimidation. This proposal would 
affect right radicals as much as left radicals. 


But to revert to the sort of peace we are hoping for. There 
are naive voices that suggest that the unqualified imple- 
mentation of Resolution 435 will bring us peace. 


Do they ever consider the forces that may be allowed to 
enter this country in the wake of a United Nations 
sponsored independence? Do they think the Cubans or 
Russians will stay out or go home? 


Have the Cubans or Russians brought peace to Angola or 
Mozambique or Ethiopia? Have democratic elections 
ever taken place where the Cubans and Russians are 
rresent? 
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Have they ever made a contribution to the physical or 
economic development in countries where they are 
present? Have they ever brought anything else than 
armaments at the cost of billions and billions of dollars? 
Armaments which entail destruction, carnage and mis- 


ery. 


Is that what we want for Namibia? Do we want civil war 
in this country? Do we want it to be destroyed as Angola 
is being destroyed? 


Do you think that the UNITA movement in Angola will 
ever tolerate Cuban or Russian penetration of Namibia 
whereby its southern flank will be exposed? 


If that happens we will have war in the Caprivi and 
Okavango, which providentially, has been spared such 
ravages during the past years. 


To our naive 435-pluggers, I would say: ‘yes’ for inde- 
pendence, but ‘no’ to independence under any circum- 
stances. A prerequisite to the implementation of the 
settlement plan is a settled peace plan in the region. 
There can be no peace in Ovambo without peace in 
southern Angola. 


To the negotiation table should be brought the MPLA 
and UNITA. Once there, SWAPO will have to follow, 
because they are paying for their ‘board and lodging’ in 
Angola. 


More sons of Namibia are being used by SWAPO to fight 
the MPLA’s battle against UNITA than are being 
deployed against our security forces in Ovambo. 


It follows that the RSA should be a party to such regional 
negotiations, and so should the internal parties of this 
country. 


South Africa is not asking that the MPLA should capit- 
ulate. One could contemplate a provisional Angolan 
government of national unity which could lead to elec- 
tions. But for peace in Angola, agreements should be 
reached on the withdrawal of foreign forces. The Rus- 
sians must go. The Cubans must go and the South 
Africans will gladly withdraw. 


So, let us direct our efforts to a regional peace plan. 
Independence for Namibia will follow naturally. 


Let me come to the second subject of my address—a new 
constitution for Caprivi. 


There are a number of reasons why the present consti- 
tution for the Caprivi has become outmoded, and, like a 
suit of clothes, will have to be retailored to suit the needs 
of Caprivians. 


Firstly, the present constitution is one for Caprivians 
and not for the Caprivi: It is demographically directed to 
suit the needs of the Mafwe and Basubia tribes, and not 
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all the people of Caprivi. There is widespread resistance 
to so-called ethnic authorities or ethnic elections which I 
do not necessarily share, but have to take into account. 


Secondly, it incorporates the principle of the nomination 
of certain members of this Legislative Assembly without 
being elected and that I find to be in conflict with the 
Declaration of Fundamental Rights. All members of the 
Assembly need to be elected. 


Thirdly, it was promulgated in accordance with the 
provisions of AG Proclamation 8 of 1980 against which 
there is equally widespread resistance. The resistance has 
been heightened by the advisory opinion of the Supreme 
Court in Windhoek which was handed down on Mon- 
day, March 7. 


I have carefully read the Court's opinion, and with all 
due respect to the learned judges, I find it to be open to 
criticism on both legal and factual grounds. I am not 
convinced that a final or the best opinion has been given 
of the question whether AG Proclamation 8 of 1980 is in 
conflict with the provisions of the Declaration of Fun- 
damental Rights. 


This is not the forum to expand on my criticism of the 
opinion, but I have to deal with the conclusion which | 
can’t help drawing, that it casts a shadow on the possi- 
bility of at all establishing or maintaining constitutional 
structures which are ethnically based, and whereby the 
intimate cultural rights of ethnic, tribal or linguistic 
groups can be protected. I can only hope that my 
conclusion is wrong because such a situation would be 
totally unacceptable to the RSA for as long as it is 
involved in the administration and defence of Namibia. 
It would call for ratification, either in terms of further 
legal interpretation or legislation. 


The matter has now been referred to a committee of the 
National Assembly. I trust that it will bear in mind the 
possible destabilising effect of precipitous and ill-consid- 
ered action On minority communities who have up to 
now enjoyed the protection of the provisions of AG of 
1980. Among them is the First World community which 
contributed extensively to the wealth and proper admin- 
istration of this country. 


There is a further aspect that should not be ignored. 
Nearly all the present second tier authorities have been 
established after an electoral process, which does not 
apply to the National Assembly. The population groups 
involved have over the past eight years acquired vested 
rights to manage their own affairs. In accordance with 
the spirit and principles of democracy, it is inconceiv- 
able that these rights could be withdrawn or amended 
without consulting the population groups affected. 


Thus the people of the Caprivi should also be consulted. 
They should be allowed to express themselves on the 
type of constitution that they would want. 
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Last year there was an attempt to amend your constitu- 
tion. It was passed by the National Assembly and sub- 
mitted to me for approval. I declined to do so, as I was 
entitled to do in law, on the ground that it was in conflict 
with the Declaration of Fundamental Rights and not for 
any Capricious reason as recently suggested by a Capri- 
vian leader in a television interview. I found that it 
provided for the nomination of a majority of this Assem- 
bly by a certain political party. Not only was this 
provision democratically objectionable, but | judged it to 
be in conflict with the Declaration. My decision has not 
been challenged. 


Matters on which Caprivians should be consulted are the 
various proposals at present being suggested, including 
the following: 


—should an ethnic authority be retained, or should 
everybody living in the Caprivi, therefore including the 
Bushmen of West Caprivi and the whites of Katima 
Mulilo, be allowed to vote for this Assembly: 


—should the region be limited to the Caprivi, or should 
it be incorporated into a large region including the 
Kavango, Bushmanland and the Grootfontein/Otavi 
area; 


—should it retain its present autonomy and its legislative 
and executive functions ~r should it be reduced to a 
partially elected administration under the direction of 
the central government in Windhoek; 


—in the event of an open, non-ethnic regional authority, 
should there be separate and ethnic structures to manage 
the affairs of each of the two traditional population 
groups, viz. the Mafwe and Basubia: 


—what powers should be accorded to any such ethnic 
authorities in relation to communal land, language 
rights, education, the jurisdiction of traditional courts, 
the appointment of headmen, etc. 


Should therefore, an election be held for the reconstitu- 
tion of this Assembly on the present ethnic basis in order 
that elected leaders may be consulted on a future consti- 
tution for the Caprivi? The first objection is that the 
Assembly also includes nominated members in conflict 
with the Declaration of Fundamental Rights. But this 
could be overcome by limiting consultation to the 
elected members only. Only they will have a mandate to 
advise on const tutional matters. The second objection is 
obviously that the elections will necessarily be on an 
ethnic basis in terms of a constitution based on AG 
Proclamation 8 of 1980, which has found 10 be in 
conflict with the Bill of Fundamental Rights. Any elec- 
tion in terms of AG Proclamation 29 of 1980, i.e. your 
Constitution, could be interpreted as an out-of-step and 
futile election for a body that has to disappear. This, | 
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submit, could be overcome by electing the Assembly for 
one year only and clearly stating that its members will be 
so elected to negotiate its replacement. They must come 
with mandates. 


An advantage of the above procedure would, however, 
be that an existing basis for the holding of elections 
would be readily at hand, and need not be drafted. 


Alternatively, should a referendum perhaps be held? It 
will, however, be extremcly difficult to incorporate the 
constitutional question mentioned before in one uncom- 
plicated question to which a simple answer of ‘yes’ or 
‘no’ could be given. 


A third alternative could be to hold elections, either on 
their own or concurrently with elections for the present 
Assembly, for the election of a panel of say, 10 ‘advisers’ 
who would have a mandate to negotiate the new consti- 
tution for the Caprivi. They could then be consulted by 
whosoever may be involved or interested. 


I will gladly hold myself available to discuss the above 
alternatives with respunsible leaders from the region. 


Mudge Says Government Must Shed ‘Puppet Image’ 
MB211800 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1745 GMT 
21 Mar 88 


[Text] Windhoek March 2! SAPA—The SWA/Nami- 
bian transitional government could not be expected to 
implement pouicies which were not acceptable to the 
people of the territc y, a member of the Windhoek 
cabinet, Mr Dirk Mudge, said today. At the same time 
the government would have to do a lot more to shed its 
“puppet image”, to improve its credibility and to dem- 
onstrate that it was in charge of SWA/Namibia, he told a 
news conference shortly after his return from a visit to 
the United States and West Germany. 


Mr Mudge’s remarks came before a visit to SWA/Nami- 
bia, reportedly scheduled for next month, by the South 
African state president, Mr P.W. Botha, to discuss the 
latest political situation in the territory. The discussion 
will take place against a background of growing tension 
between the majority partners in the transitional govern- 
ment and Pretoria’s representative in Windhoek, Mr 
Louis Pienaar, over the territory's second-tier tribally- 
based governments. 


In speeches, Mr Pienaar by implication threatened to 
take away some of the limited powers of the transitional 
government to enable South Africa to proceed with 
second-tier elections in SWA/Namibia. 


Mr Mudge, who is chairman of the Democratic Turn- 
halle Alliance, declined to elaborate on his stance, saying 
the issue would be discussed by the cabinet. He and 
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justice rainister, Mr Fanuel Kozonguizi, had just 
returned and had not yet been briefed on the latest 
developments by their cabinet colleagues. 


Mr Mudge said the overall impression gained on his 
overseas visit was that SWA/Namibia independence was 
no longer a priority issue in the West. South Africa itself, 
preoccupied with its own iternal problems, was in no 
hurry to finalise a SWA/Namibian settlement, while 
serious doubts were being expressed whether the United 
Nations had the cash to finance implementation of its 
Resolution 435 (1978), concerning the territory's inde- 
pendence. 


It now appeared the transitional period to independence 
would last much longer than expected initially and 
SWA/Namibia would have to concentrate on fair and 
effective government. In the interim period, the territory 
would also have to strive to find an acceptable constitu- 
tional arrangement, Mr Mudge said. 


Republic of South Africa 
‘Stayaways,’ Violence Mark Sharpeville Day 


Buses Firebombed in Durban 
MB220505 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0448 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] Durban March 21 SAPA—The 28th anniversary 
of the Sharpeville shootings was marked in Durban 
today by stayaways, stonings and petrol-bombings, of 
buses in some townships. 


Police fired tearsmoke to disperse students when vio- 
lence broke out on the campus of the University of 
Durban-Westville. A police helicopter also circled the 
campus. 


Capt Reg Crewe, of the public relations division of police 
headquarters in Pretoria, today confirmed that tear- 
smoke was used and said nobody had been injured. “A 
few students were questioned by police, but there were 
no arrests,” he added. 


Prof Michael Smout, vice-rector of the university, said 
“a militant group” of students went around intimidating 
and threatening students, effectively preventing others 
from studying in the library or attending lectures. 


“In the process, one or two students were assaulted and 
a small amount of damage was done to the lower 
cafeteria and library. 


“The police arrived and dispersed the students. A police 
helicopter did circulate the campus, but I did not see 
whether tearsmoke was fired from the helicopter or not. 


“I believe that the police were called by some students 
who actually feared for their own safety.” 
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He said “about 75 per cent to 80 per cent” of the 
students had stayed away. 


PUTCO [Public Utility Transport Corporation] sus- 
pended its service to Inanda/Newtown, Ntuzuma and 
Amati, after 20 buses were damaged during stonings, Mr 
Ashley Milanese, regional director of PUTCO, said 
today. He said of these, four buses were petrol-bombed, 
but none had been damaged seriously. The others had 
windows broken. “Nobody was injured,” he said. 


“We will monitor the siiuation and run as far as we 
possibly can, but passengc’ loads have been very good,” 
he said. 


A Durban Transportation Management [DTM] bus was 
“totally wrecked” after an angry mob set fire to the bus 
at the Clermont bus rank on Sunday night, Mr Manuel 
Sampaio, acting general manager of DTM, said. Mr 
Sampaio said buses were running up to the entrance of 
Clermont, and on other routes, mainly in the northern 
areas, such as KwaMashu and Ntuzuma, there had been 
isolated incidents of stonings. 


Although there were reports of people staying away from 
work at indusiries in the greater Durban area, there had 
been no reports of any major disruptions. 


Mr John Pohl, executive director of the Natal Chamber 
of Industries, said employees from the Clermont and 
KwaDebeka areas, near Pinetown, experienced severe 
transport problems resulting in “very few people” at 
work. 


“tl understand that Inanda and Ndwedwe buses will not 
be leaving town after dark and employers have been 
asked to cooperate by allc wing their staff to leave early,” 
he added. 


Mr Alan Lubbe, a spokesman for SATS [South African 
Transport Services] in Durban, said there had been no 
“big drop” in passenger volumes on surburban trains 
and all services were running normally. “Our own staff 
attendance has been 85 per cent, which we see as being 
relatively normal,” he added. 


Mr Harry Voorma, acting managing director of Corobzik 
in Durtan, said there had been no notable increase in 
Stayaways and its Durban operations were functioning 
normally. But, at Corobrik’s concrete plant in Pieterma- 
ritzburg, there was a 20 per cent stayaway which was 
“higher than usual.” He said many had experienced 
transport pioblems. 


Brig Dries Laas, commissioner of F waZclu police, said 
there was a “silent sit-down” by students at the Mada- 
deni College, near Newcastle. 
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Mr Martin Rosen, general manager of Pick N Pay 
supermarket in Durban North, said about 90 per cent of 
his black staff stayed away after informing him earlier. 
“We made alternative plans and brought in casuals,” he 
said. 


Thousands of black pupils in Durban townships stayed 
away from schools. There was a total stayaway in Kwa- 
Mashu, Ntuzuma, Clermont, KwaNdengezi, Klaarwater, 
Lamontville, St Wendolin’s and KvaDabeka. A substan- 
tial number of pupils did go to school in Umlazi. Those 
who went to school left early. 


The secretary for education and culture in KwaZulu, Mr 
D.Y. Zimu, could not be contacted for comment today. 


At the Mangosuthu Technicon [technical school], 
Umlazi, the rector, Prof A.G. Shakespeare, confirmed 
that 700 students stayed away from classes. 


“The students had a meeting last week to discuss what 
action to take on March 21. A majority decision was 
taken to stay away from classes in commemoration of 
the Sharpeville Day,” Prof Shakespeare said. “They 
promised that it was going to be peaceful and it has been 
peaceful so far,” he said. He hoped that they would 
return to classes tomorrow. Students were seen marching 
through the campus and they had a service at the school 
sports ground. A group of students were seen carrying 
placards in KwaNdengezi outside Pinetown but they 
were later dispersed by police. 


The hardest hit by the stayaway was the Clermont 
township and nearby KwaDabeka, both near Pinetown, 
where buses could not get into the townships. Attempts 
were made to block roads with barricades made of scrap 
cars and burning tyres. In Klaarwater, big drums were 
used to block roads. 


Taxis were also not operating in KwaMashu, Ntuzuma, 
Clermont, KwaDabeka, and Klaarwater. 


Major shopping centres and stores were closed in most 
townships. Workers were seen walking long distances to 
catch transport from outside the townships. 


East London Work 
MB2205 14 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2209 GMT 
21 Mar &8 


[Text] East London March 21 SAPA—At least two large 
industries in East London experienced total worker 
stayaways in commemoration of Sharpeville Day today, 
but indications were that most businesses and industries 
operated normi.ily. 


Most industries contacted said they had experienced 
absenteeism, and both South African Transport Services 
[SATS] and the CTC Bus Company reported business as 
usual. 
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One of the two industries contacted whict reported a 
total stayaway was the South African Breweries [SAB] 


plant. 


The SAB area manager, Mr M. Olsen, said a few workers 
had come to the plant's gates earlier in the morning, but 
no-one had reported for work. The other industry was 
Koh'er Carton and Print, where t! e company’s person- 
nel manager, Mr B. Johnstone, said one of the factories 
had a 100 per cent stayaway while the other reported 100 
per cent attendance. Some companies did not expericnce 
any stayaway as earlier negotiations between mar age- 
ment and workers had provided for today to be a 
mutually accepted holiday. 


The manager of Langeberg, Mr Andre Esterhuyse, said 
that apart from a mutually agreed longer lunch time of 
one hour, there had been 100 per cent attendance by 
workers. 


Attendance by municipal workers had been about 98 per 
cent, the director of managemenit services, Mr Leon 
Deetlefs, said. Absenteeism was normal. 


The regional manager of SATS, Mr Louis du Toit, said 
commuter train services had also run normally. 


Stoffel Botha Closes NEW NATION Until 10 June 
MB221029 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1023 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] Pretoria March 22 SAPA—The minister of home 
affairs, Mr Stoffel Botha, today totally prohibited publi- 
cation of the weekly newspaper, the NEW NATION, 
until June 10. 


He invoked the Public Safety Act media regulations to 
publish an order in the GOVERNMENT GAZETTE in 
Pretoria, prohiting the newspaper fom being published 
from today. 


Mr Botha chose the harder of two options—he could 
have appointed a government censor to vet each issue of 


the newspaper. 


The order reads: “The production or pubiicstion, during 
the period from the date of publishing of this order up to 
and including 10 June 1988, of any further issue of the 
periodical the NEW NATION is hereby totaily prohib- 
ited.” 


No reasons for the ban were set out in the gazette, but 
counsel for Mr Botha this week submitted testimony in 
the Pretoria Supreme Court that NEW NATION reports 
revered the armed revolution in Mozambique, promoted 
the public image of Mr Govan Mbeki, the ANC and 
SACP, wre aimed at promoting revolution and engen- 
dered feelings of animosity tcwards the security forces. 
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The order follows an unsuccessful application by the 
NEW NATION’s publishers, the Catholic Bishops Pub- 
lishing Company, in the Pretoria Supreme Court yester- 
day. 


They asked that the minister be interdicted from acting 
against the NEW NATION while they were appealing a 
Rand Supreme Court rviing. 


In dismissing their application with costs, Mr Justice 
Curlewis said the rights of individuals had to give way to 
the rights cf the state. The Rand Supreme Court earlier 
dismissed an application that the regulations be voided 
for being vague, invalid or incorrectly applied. 


Counsel for the newspaper said it had 60,000 readers, 
employed 22 full-time employees and 32 correspon- 
dents. Seven employees had resigned because of the 
uncertainty surrounding the newspaper's future. The 
threat of state action had already led to loss of advertis- 
ers. 


Mr Botha published the order in terms of Public Safety 
Act Regulation 7A (3) (B), gazetted on August 28 last 
year. 


Orsmond Reacts to Closure 
MB221012 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1005 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] Johannesburg March 22 SAPA—The government 
should not be silencing dissent, but taking note of what 
people were saying so that meaningful negotiation could 
take place, the chairman of the NEW NATION'’s pub- 
lishing company, Bishop Reginald Orsmond, said in 
Johannesburg. 


Speaking as the first unofficial reports of government 
action against the newspaper reached him, Bishop 
Orsmond said: “We are worried that by suppressing the 
voice of the people government is leading us into a 
situation for which they will be responsible.” 


The restrictions were unfortunate, not only for the NEW 
NATION, he said, but for other media trying to portray 
what was happening in the country, and trying to give the 
aggrieved an opportunity of voicing their feelings. 


Bisiiop Orsmond said the Catholic Bishops Publishing 
Company intended to retain the newspaper staff if the 
newspaper was restricted for a three-month period, but it 
was “impossible to tell” what would happen if govern- 
ment extended the restrictions beyond threc months. 
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SASJ Condemns Ban 
MB221130 Johannest.urg SAPA ia English 1113 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] Johannesburg March 22 SAPA—The Southern 
African Society of Journalists [SASJ] condemned the 
three-month ban on the weekly newspaper NEW 
NATION announced today. 


“The announcement by the minister of home affairs, Mr 
Stoffel Botha, that he is to close the NEW NATION 
displays the total hypocrisy and lack of truth behind his 
statement to Parliament that the government does not 
wish to control what people may know,” the SASJ said in 
a statement. 


The closure by government of the NEW NATION, “with 
the backing of its so called independent judiciary”, had 
snuffed out a basic human right enshrined in Article 19 
of the Declaration of Human Rights to receive and pass 
on information and views, the SASJ said. 


“As long as the majority of people in this country are 
denied basic human rights—including the right to 
express themselves freely—nobody in South Africa 
should sleep easily for they will not know what is going 
on around them.” 


MWASA Protests Closure 
MB221154 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1132 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] Johannesburg March 22 SAPA—The Media 
Workers Association today challenged the government's 
stand on foliowing today’s three-month ban 
on the NEW NATION by the minister of home affairs, 
Mr Stoffel Botha. 


MWASA [Media Workers Association of South Africa] 
registered “a strong protest regarding the high-handed 
fashion the government has chosen in dealing with the 
press”. 


In a statement to SAPA, MWASA said: “It pains us to 
note that the government had determinedly chosen a 
course of destruction. 


“It is bent on destroying any creditable source of infor- 
mation, 


“The NEW NATION has met its untimely fave at the 
hands of the goveirment,” it said. 


MWASA challenged the government to prove and sub- 
stantiate its claims of Gemocracy. 


“If South Africa is democratic, then the fo.mer military 
junta of Argentina was no less democratic regarding the 
suppression of information. 
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“Our understanding of the principle of democracy dif- 
fers markedly with that of the government.” 


MWASA also called for the inbanning of the NEW 
NATION. 


ACAG Critical of Banning 
MB221352 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1323 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] Johannesburg March 22 SAPA—Commenting on 
the banning of the NEW NATION, the Anti-Censorship 
Action Group [ACAG] said today the silencing of the 
newspaper would “leave an obvious vacuum for it 
offered readers a particular type of news coverage and 
analysis of current events and culture which is not 
available to them in any other newspaper.” ACAG said 
in a statement in Johannesburg it believed “the absence 
of this voice wi/l be felt with discomfort by all except the 
government which does not in any event wish to know 
what people ave saying ard feeling.” It added: “We have 
long had a government that wes dumb—but now we 
have a government that is to be rendered deaf as well, 
because it #5 trying to silence voices it ought to hear.” 


NEW NATION ‘Irritates’ Stoffel Botha 
MB211109 Johannesburg NEW NATION in English 
17-23 Mar 88 p 6 


[Unsigned commentary titled: “What Makes Botha See 
Red” } 


[Text] What is it about the NEW NATION that irritates 
Stoffel Beha? 


A look at his reasons for giving an official warning to tis 
newspaper gives a fair indication of what he doesn't want 


newspapers to publish. 


In his warning, Botha condemns a report on the crisis in 
education on the grounds that it “refers to the involve- 
ment of the ANC”. Only one paragraph mentions the 
ANC—it refers to the ANC’s call for an indefinite school 
boycott in 1955, at a time when it was a lawful organi- 
sation. 


Again on the ANC, Botha takes the NFW NATION to 
task for publishing a picture of ANC leader Oliver 
Tambo arriving in Nairobi to open a new ANC office. 
The newspaper is also criticised for publishing a brief 
report about Tambo arriving in Yugoslavia, and calling 
for the release of Nelson Mandela. 


The NEW NATION was also said to have breached 
regulations Sy publishing a report about 250 women 
attending an ANC conference in southern Africa. 


Botha saw these reports as “promoting the image of the 
ANC and/or the SA Communist Party.” 
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It is not illegal to pubiish Tambo’s picture or to report on 
the ANC’s administrative events. 


The NEW NATION was apparently also at. fault for 
applying the harsh realities of a play, “Bring M- 
Gandhi”, to the modern-day situation of black peopie. 
The underlying message of the play, accoiding to the 
report, was that violence was met by violence and that 
racism in South Africa should be eradicated. 


Botha applied the same ruling to an advertisement 
signed by 530 co-workers of the Catholic Services in 
West Germany. The text was an extension of Psalm 69 
verse 33—“The Lord does not forget his people in 
prison”—and called for the abolition of torture in South 
Africa. The advert, said Botha, “implied police torture”, 
and thus contravened the emergency regulations. 


Several other articles were said to have contravened the 
regulations: These included reports on: 


—The ANC rejecting the National Statutory Council—a 
brief report that gave no reasons or comment. 


—A passing reference in a lengthy report on the miners’ 
strike to the fact that “as the wave of labour unrest 
continues, a pamphlet said to be issued by the SA 
Communist Party saluted the striking workers”. 


—Arsonists striking at the offices of the United Offices 
of the United Democratic Front in East London and the 
fact that the UDF did not intend to report the incident to 
police on the grounds that nothing nad been done about 
similar incidents previously. 


It is important to note, said media lawyers, that Botha 
had not taken the NEW NATION to task for publishing 
anything that was untrue or false. 


Tutu Ready To Defy Rumored Restrictions 
MB221022 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1019 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] Cape Town March 22 SAPA—Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu has dared the government to take action 
against him and warned it will “come a cropper” if it 
persists in trying to isolate individuals and divide the 
church. 


Welcoming Bishop Keith Sutton, the special envoy sent 
by the Archbishop of Canterburg, Dr Robert Runcie, to 
show “unity aad support,” Archbishop Tutu said he had 
told President Botha at a recent meeting to “go ahead” 
with his tireats. 


“If they try to restrict me or ban me, they are just wasting 
their time, because | will not obey their orders. They will 
have to put me in jail. I can’t keep looking over my 
shoulder to see if God has got the approval or disap- 
proval of the government.” 
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Archbishop Tutu’s defiance comes amid fears of pending 
state action against him and a looming clash between the 
state and the church. Last week, President Botha chal- 
lenged the archbishop to state whether he worked for the 
kingdom of God or the kingdom promised by the Afri- 
can National Congress. 


Ata press conference at Bishops Court last night, Bishop 
Sutton said the message from the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, the Anglican Church and the worldwide fellowship 
of Christian leaders, was clear: “You touch one of our 
bishops and you touch ail of us.” 


Bishop Sutton said members of the Church of England 
were supporting Archbishop Tutu “by their widespread 
interest and with prayer.” 


“We love him in his leadership, his graciousness and his 
courage,” he said. 


Archbishop Tutu said President Botha had “lambasted 
and threatened tne. He said I was looking for trouble and 
would get it. I told him to go ahead.” 


Commenting on the looming state/church crisis, Arch- 
bishop Tutu said: ““We are not doing or saying anything 
new. The government has decided it is not going to 
tolerate any opposition, and about the only real opposi- 
tion remaining is the church.” 


Police Find Limpet Mines in Court Restroom 
MB190554 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0500 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Text] The nationwide hunt for the alleged Krugersdorp 
bomber, Heinrich Grosskopf is continuing. Police report 
their searches resulted in the arrest of two alleged guer- 
rillas and a number of collaborators. They say they also 
found a quantity of arms including Scorpion machine 
pistols. However, none of those arrested are wanted in 
connection with Thursday’s car bomb blast. 


Police also report the bomb could have been far more 
devastating but for the malfunction of two mini-limpet 
mines found in a toilet in the Krugersdorp magistrate’s 
court buildings. They say the limpet mines had appar- 
ently been intended to explode first, with the massive car 
bomb set to detonate afterwards, and so inflict maxi- 
mum casualties as security and emergency services 
rushed to the building and people inside rushed out. 


Commentary Sanguine on ‘Talks-About-Talks’ 
MB220525 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Station commentary] 
[Text] The need for all South Africans to get together 


through their respective leaders for talks on the country’s 
future is one that is widely felt and acknowledged. But, 
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while there is much political rhetoric and emotive pos- 
turing on this issue, substantive talks between a broad 
cross section of South Africa’s leadership have failed to 
materialize. One of the problems is the dissension on the 
form such ialks should take. For its part, the government 
has proposed the establishment of a national council, a 
proposal that has received only limited support from 
black leaders. At the other extreme has been a proposal 
for a national convention, a suggestion that has been 
rejected by the government on the grounds that such a 
convention would be an inappropriate forum. 


The answer to this stalemate would appear to be the 
formula of talks-about-talks, for the parties concerned to 
get together to discuss, as a first step, just how consulta- 
tions can best take place on a future political dispensa- 
tion for South Africa. 


There are tentative, yet hopeful, signs that South Africa 
could be moving closer to talks-about-talks. As steadfast 
an opponent of the government as the president of the 
South African Institute of Race Relations, the Reverend 
Stanley Magoba, said in Harare at the weekend that the 
time for glib political rhetoric was over and that it was 
imperative that concrete suggestions be made to get all 
the parties in South .*‘rica to the negotiating table. Also 
speaking in Harare, Chief Minister Mangosuthu Buthe- 
lezi of KwaZulu once again made a plea for South 
Africans to adopt the politics of negotiation and to reject 
violence. Similar sentiments have, from time to time, 
been expressed by other black leaders. 


One factor contributing to a more favorable climate for 
talks-about-talks is the greater recognition amongst black 
leaders that the status quo in South Africa will not be 
changed by revolutionary forces, such as the African 
National Congress, and that answers to problems facing 
the country must be found within South Africa. This 
point was again articulated at the weekend by the pres- 
ident of the Urban Councils Association of South Africa, 
Mr Steve Kgame, when he said that it was no use looking 
outside South Africa for help in trying to solve problems, 
but that this should be done by South Africans them- 
selves. 


These, and similar expressions of opinion, imply a 
growing acceptance among black leaders of the fact that 
dialogue is not a one-way street. The government has 
said that it does not wish to be prescriptive in proposing 
a future political dispensation, but wants to listen to, and 
discuss, the matter with the country’s black leadership. 


Against this background, a favorable climate could be 
developing in which the vehicle for discussions will be 
seen as being less important than the need for talks- 
about-talks on tomorrow's South Africa. 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 21 Mar 
MB221008 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1003 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] Pretoria March 22 SAPA—Following is the SAP’s 
regular unrest report: 
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“The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
overnight: 


“At Veeplaas (Port Elizabeth), a bus was set alight and a 
number of others stoned in incidents of unrest. 


“At Bongolethu (Oudtshoorn), a black youth was 
arrested after an incident in which a police vehicle was 
stoned. 


“At Zululand black residential area (Empangeni), a 
group of students from the Zululand University gathered 
illegally. Tear-smoke and police dogs were used to dis- 
perse them. A black man and a black woman were 
arrested. 


“At Langa (Cape Town), a bus was badly damaged in a 
stoning incident. 


“At Forty Second Hill (Harrismith), a group of blacks 
stoned a bus. Police used birdshot to disperse them and 
arrested a youth. 


“At Mangaung (Bloemfontein), a delivery vehicle was 
extensively damaged when it was set alight by a group of 
blacks. 


“At Khutshong (Oberholzer), a delivery vehicle was 
extensively damaged when a group of blacks set it alight. 
A similar incident occurred at Ackerville, near Witbank. 


“Ai Sakhile (Standerton), a black man was shot and 
wounded by the police. He. together with 15 other black 
men, were arrested after several incidents in which 
stones and petrol-bombs were hurled at vehicles and 
dwellings. In the most serious incident, a delivery vehicle 
was set alight and extensively damaged. 


“At Tembisa (Kempton Park), a black man was slightly 
injured after a stone-throwing incident involving black 


youths. 


“At Fredville (Inchanga, Natal), a black man was seri- 
ously injured and a private vehicle badly damaged when 
a group of blacks hurled a petrol-bomb at the vehicle. 


“At Mpumalanga (Hammarsdale) a 16-year-old youth 
was attacked and stabbed to death by two unknown 
black assailants. 


“In the Pietermaritzburg area, a 46-year-old black man 
was stabbed to death by a mob of blacks in Imbali, and 
at Ashdown, a black man was slightly injured when a 
group of blacks stoned a bus. Police fired a round of 
birdshot to disperse them. 


“At Inanda (Durban), there were several incidents 
reported in which stones and petrol-bombs were hurled 
at vehicles (mainly buses) and dwellings. Extensive dam- 
age was caused tn property. Police used tear-smoke, 
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birdshot and rubber bullets to disperse several mobs who 
were involved in attacks on property. A black man was 
slightly wounded and arrested after an incident in which 
a police vehicle was stoned. 


“At Westville (Durban), a group of Indian students 
gathered illegally and refused to disperse. Police used 
tear-smoke and rubber bullets to disperse them. A man 
and seven youths were questioned by police and 
released. 


“At Klaarwater (near Pinetown) a bus was badly dam- 
aged when it was stoned by a group of blacks. In 
Pinetown itself (Blair Athol St.) a group of blacks threw 
stones at black workers returning home. Police used 
tear-smoke to disperse the group and arrested five black 
men. Still in the Pinetown area, police arrested two black 
men at Shallcross after they allegedly attempted to 
intimidate school children into staying away from 
school. At Marion Hili, also near Pinetown, stones were 
thrown at two buses used by white commuters and also a 
delivery vehicle. Whilst the vehicles were damaged, no 
injuries were reported. 


“At Umlazi (Durban), stones were thrown at buses and 
one bus was extensively damaged when it was set alight 
by a group of blacks. The exact same set of circumstances 
occurred in Ntuzuma (Durban). 


“At Clermont (Pinetown), extensive damage was caused 
to property when groups of blacks threw stones and 
petrol-bombs at vehicles (mainly buses) in several inci- 
dents. In one incident, two black women, w'i0 were 
passengers On a bus, sustained burns when a petrol-bomb 
was hurled at the vehicle. Three black men were arrested 
after a stone-throwing incident in the area. 


“At Dassenhoek (Durban), police used tear-smoke to 
disperse an illegal gathering and arrested a black man 
and five black youths. 


“At KwaMashu (Durban), several incidents were 
reported in which stones were thrown at buses. Total 
damage was fairly extensive. A shop was also slightly 
damaged. Police used tear-smoke to disperse illegal 
gatherings. 


“At Amawothi (Durban), a bus was badly damaged when 
it was set alight by a group of blacks. 


“At Soshanguve (N. Tvl.), a bus was burnt out after a 
petrol-bomb was thrown into it. 


“At Vredendal (Boland), three Coloured youths were 
arrested after an incident in which a Coloured secondary 
school was stoned.” 
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Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MB220849 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN: Political Priests Confronting State — Johan- 
nesburg THE CITIZEN in English for 21 March would 
not be surprised if the government were to take action 
against Desmond Tutu and/or Allan Boesak. A page 6 
editorial notes that Tutu “has clearly been looking for 
confrontation with the government....” Boesak “has 
been guilty of some outrageous statements that could 
have also landed him in trouble if the government had 
not been as forbearing as it has been in recent times.” 
“Thus, it is not the state confronting the church but the 
political priests confronting the state.” “...The political 
priests have been isolating themselves from their church 
membership by involving themselves in radical politics. 
It is up to the churches to see there is no confrontation 
with the state....” 


STAR: Time to Rethink Cost of Confrontation — Johan- 
nesburg THE STAR in English for 22 March, says in a 
page 10 editorial “‘we should be glad Sharpeville Day has 
passed this time in relative calm”, but adds the country 
can ill-afford “‘occasions...loaded with political emotio- 
n....It is time for a reappraisal of the real cost to the 
country of mounting racial confrontation.” A “signal of 
hope...by the government” is needed before “the country 
can shake off its need to commemorate divisive anniver- 
saries.”” 


CAPE TIMES Calls for Steady Leadership — If the 17 
March bomb attack in Krugersdorp was “intended to 
influence the fate of the Sharpeville Six, it was ill- 
conceived beyond measure,”’ comments a page 6 edito- 
rial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 18 
March. But “members of the state’s security forces have 
often played their own role in accelerating the cycle of 
violence. By not acting speedily and openly to exorcise 
this evil the government is far from blameless.” “‘It is not 
a time for bitter personal attacks by public personages 
and institutions....It is time for cool heads, steady hands 
and healing actions by those in authority—to restore a 
climate of hope and optimism in a sorely-tried land. It is 
a time for leadership.” 


Botha Government Faces Gathering Storm — “As the 
fate of the Sharpeville Six hangs in the balance, the 
Botha government is becoming engulfed in a storm of 
international hostility of extraordinary intensity,” 
remarks Gerald Shaw in “*Political Survey” on the same 
page. For Britain’s Margaret Thatcher, “until now Pres- 
ident Botha’s staunchest ally, this friendship is now at an 
end.” “Yet President Botha is getting considerable sup- 
port at home in South Africa, outside his own narrow 
Afrikaner nationalist circle. The English-speaking busi- 
ness lobby, having resolved upon a supportive rather 
than an assertive role, finds itself pretty well locked into 
the laager and having to go along for the ride.” “Why has 
the world rediscovered South Africa? Apart from the 
crass actions of the Botha government...,the greatest 
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factor 1s probably...Desmond Tutu.” “Step by step the 
Botha government has cut off avenues of peaceful 
redress. Now Archbishop Tutu is urging” the U.S., UK, 
and FRG Governments to insist on an end to the state of 
emergency, failing which they should cut diplomatic ties 
with Pretoria. “Is Archbishop Tutu a traitor or a great 
South African patriot? Readers will make up their own 
minds. To do so they should at least know what he is 
saying.” 


VADERLAND on Sharpeville Six, Krugersdorp — “In 
the wake of an almost endless stream of pleas, appeals, 
and representations for the Sharpeville Six to be saved 
from execution came yesterday’s bomb explosion at the 
Krugersdorp magistrate’s court,” says Johannesburg 
DIE VADERLAND in Afrikaans on 18 March in a page 
14 editorial. “Yet few, if any, of the voices which made 
themselves heard over the Sharpeville Six will be heard 
now. As with so many other dastardly terrorist acts, the 
Security Council, most foreign heads of state, Amnesty 
International, and the Catholic Bishops Conference will 
not utter a word. They are prepared to interfere with the 
just legal process which led to the conviction of six 
people who, according to the judge, perpetrated a bar- 
baric, medieval murder on a black councillor, but remain 
quiet over the fate of victims of horrible acts of terror- 
ism. Can right-thinking people pay any heed to such 


people?” 


BEELD Critical of Tutu, Boesak — In a page 8 editorial, 
Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 21 March says: 
“Touch Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Dr Allan Boe- 
sak and you are interfering with the church of Christ. 
With this kind of fighting talk by the Anglican Church 
leadership the impression is being created that the gov- 
ernment is determinedly steering on a collision course 
with the church. This warning holds several implica- 
tions. It gives the impression that these two gentlemen 
find themselves in an untouchable position. Whatever 
they may say is not simply what the church says, but 
what God says. We find this—and we are putting it 
mildly—extremely immoderate.” “They who are sup- 
posed to be seeking to remove the yoke of apartheid from 
the necks of the oppressed realize only too well the value 
of a martyr in their struggle. Two of the caliber of Tutu 
and Boesak would not be averse to gaining greater 
international sympathy. Who is seeking confrontation? 
The government which is supposed to be trying to brand 
certain clerics as Marxist political activists? Or those 
clerics who by the actions and statements have for 
some time already been moving in those circles under 
the convenient cloak of religion?” 


Anglo-NUM Settlement Negotiating Victory — In 2 
second editorial on the same page, BEELD notes: “In 
one of the largest ever labor settlements, Anglo American 
has undertaken to pay out about 35 million rands to 
thousands of mineworkers sacked during the August 
1987 strikes. NUM has set the figure at 60 million and 
sees the settlement as a victory. Anglo, for its part, feels 
the amount it will pay out is considerably less than the 
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workers would have earned in the 18 months since their 
dismissal. Who has emerged as the winner in this fight is 
of least importance. What is much more significant is the 
fact that agreement was reached on a code of behavior 
which, inter alia, can prevent a repetition of the violence 
during the strikes. This is a triumph of the power of 
negotiation.” 


BURGER Backs Botha Challenge to Clerics — “It is not 
only the government that is wondering whose interests 
some clergymen in South Africa really have at heart with 
their actions and statements,” says Cape Town DIE 
BURGER in Afrikaans on 18 March in a page 12 
editorial. “The one question posed by President Botha, 
and to which Archbishop Tutu and his fellow clerics in 
other churches owe a clear answer, is whether they are in 
favor of a Marxist dictatorship in this country.” “Even 
Zulu leader Dr Mangosuthu Buthelezi is disturbed over 
the degree to which ‘leading churchmen’ are promoting 
the incidence of violence in South Africa.” “The Tutus 
and Boesaks ought to know that freedom of worship and 
religion would be the first victims should this country 
fall under the power of a Marxist dictator. Would they 
consider that as a just dispensation? In the words of 
President Botha, the time for bluffing is over.” 


NAMIBIAN: No Support for RSA-Appointed Rule — 
“The Administrator General’s reiteration of a viewpoint 
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often expressed by those in the South African Govern- 
ment hierarchy that the ‘ethnic’ dispensation has to stay, 
once again illustrates the fact that the colonial power 
does not intend to lose its grip on Namibia,” observes a 
page 11 editorial in Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN in 
English on 18 March. “A South African-appointed gov- 
ernment in Namibia will never attain the support of the 
people or international credibility.” ‘““The obsession with 
‘ethnicity’ and ‘minority rights’ must disappear before 
any fundamental change can be brought about in Nami- 
bia.” 


Zambia 


Government Denies Signing Angola Defense Pact 
MB211837 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Text] The government has refuted press reports that 
Zambia and Angola have signed a defense pact. A 
government spokesman said no such pact was signed, 
but confirmed that the Zambia-Angola Joint (?Perma- 
nent) Commission held its [words indistinct] session in 
Luanda from 17-19 March 1988. The spokesman said 
the recent meeting in Luanda discussed matters of 
mutual (?importance) [words indistinct] friendly rela- 
tions existing between the two countries. [words indis- 
tinct] 
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Burkina Faso 


Compaore Receives U.S. Envoy, PRC Official 
AB220742 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 20 Mar 88 


{Text} The comrade chairman of the Popular Front{Cap- 
tain Blaise Compaore] this afternoon received succes- 
sively in presidential audience Mr Vernon Walters and 
Mr Wang Wendong, who are, respectively, the U.S. 
permanent representative at the United Nations, and 
assistant minister [title as heard] of the Chinese Ministry 
of Foreign Economic Relations and Trade. Mr Vernon 
Walters’ arrival in our country is part of a tour that has 
already taken him to several African capital cities. 


Compaore Departs for Algiers 21 March 
AB211322 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Text] The head of state, Comrade Captain Blaise Com- 
paore, left the country this morning for Algiers where he 
will make a working and friendly visit to Algeria. He is 
accompanied by members of the Popular Front and 
members of the cabinet. 


Cape Verde Islands 


Guinea’s Conte Arrives in Praia 21 March 
AB211342 Paris AFP in French 1229 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Text] Praia, 21 Mar (AFP)}—Guinean President Lan- 
sana Conte arrived in Praia today for a 3-day official 
visit to Cape Verde, his first to that country. He was 
welcomed by his counterpart, Aristides Pereira, with 
whom he will hold talks. These talks will focus on the 
strengthening of cooperation between Guinea and Cape 
Verde, Cape Verdian sources have said. 


The same sources emphasize the longstanding friendship 
between the two peoples. Most Cape Verdian leaders, 
notably President Pereira and Prime Minister Pedro 
Pires, lived in Guinea when that country was the site of 
the headquarters of the African Party for the Indepen- 
dence of Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde (PAIGC) dur- 
ing the national liberation struggle. Guinea served at that 
time as the rear base for the PAIGC, which led the two 
former Portuguese colonies to independence. 


The Gambia 


Four Charged in Pro-Libyan Coup Plot 
AB191149 Paris AFP in English 1143 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Text] Banjul, March 19 (AFP)}—Four people arrested 
here after the uncovering of a pro-Libyan plot in January 
have been charged with treason, reliable sources said 
here Saturday [19 March]. 


WEST AFRICA 14 


The four, two Gambians and two Senegalese, whose 
names were not given, are to be charged with ploting to 
overthrow the Gambian Government, the sources said. 
They will also face charges of recruiting forces to back 
Kukoi Samba Sanyang, who mounted an abortive coup 
in July 1981, and with attacking Gambia and non- 
denunciation of a plot. 


The four are all reportedly members of the Diola ethnic 
group to which the failed coup leader, currently in exile 
in Libya, also belongs. The Diola live in a region spread 
over Casamance, southern Senegal—seat of a separatist 
movement—Guinea-Bissau and Gambia. 


A Senegalese, Moussa Mbaye, was arrested in Senegal in 
February for recruiting “mercenaries” to the cause of 
Kukoi Samba Sanyang. also arested were four police 
officers, two junior army officers and three police chiefs, 
accused of backing the Casamance separatist movement. 
The four people to face treason charges here were among 
20 people arrested in january after taking delivery of 
illegal passports. Ten were released on bail and ten 
others, six Gambians and four Senegalese were detained, 
six of whom were subsequently also released on bail. 


Ghana 


Passports of Named Aliens Revoked 
AB182135 Accra Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 18 Mar 88 


[Text] The Ministry of Interior has requested the Minis- 
try of Foreign Affairs to revoke the Ghanaian passports 
of 10 denaturalized persons who are known to be resi- 
dent outside the country. They include (Issiah Ransome 
Yusef), (Adel Dakmac Fraar), alias (Freckle), (Abdul 
Sammy), (Faod Simon), and (Abudu George). The rest 
are (Boneri Samir), (Trabusi Amin M.A.), (Suferi 
George- Anthony), (Odaemad Mohamed A.), and (Said 
Rabi Bedjie). The Ministry also expressed that these 
persons have not availed themselves of the provisions of 
the relevant laws or laid down processes for redress as 
directed by the special PNDC subcommittee on AFRC 
[Armed Forces Revolutionary Council] affairs. Their 
continued possession and use of Ghanaian passports, 
given these circumstances, makes a mockery of PNDC 
Law 42. 


TUC General Yankey Reelected 
AB191716 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Mr A.K. Yankey was this morning reelected 
secretary general of the TUC [Trade Union Congress] by 
an overwhelming majority. The landslide victory came 
at the end of the quadrennial delegates conference at 
Cape Coast. Mr Yankey polled 156 votes as against 48 by 
other contestant, Mr L.G.K. Ocloo, general secretary of 
the Industrial and Commercial Workers Union. The 
chairmanship of the executive board was won by Mr W. 
Vormawor, of the Teachers and Educational Workers 
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Union. He defeated the incumbent, Mr Frank Adjabeng, 
of the Industrial and Commerical Workers Union and 
two others: Mr Robert Mosuri of the Ghana Transport 
Petroleum and Chemical Workers Union, and Mr Kofi 
Antwi of the GPRTU [Ghana Private Road Transport 
Union]. 


Release of Libyan Political Prisoners Praised 
AB200829 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 20 Mar 88 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The ECHO comments on the recent release in 
Libya of a number of political prisoners. It notes that by 
this action, the Libyan leader, Brother Mu’ammar al- 
Qadhdhafi, has moved a step further to prove how free 
he wants his country to be. The gesture is also a demon- 
stration of his confidence in the realization of his objec- 
tives, as spelt out in the Third Universal Theory, that of 
self-discipline. Above all, Brother al-Qadhdhafi’s move 
is a demonstration of solidarity and unity and a fitting 
answer to the false propaganda mounted against Libya as 
a big hell choked with prisons littered all over the 
country. 


The ECHO reminds the ex-convicts that the freedom 
granted them is not a license to misbehave or commit 
more crimes. It is a challenge to the concept of freedom 
itself and how responsible it can be. The paper believes 
that Brother al-Qadhdhafi’s gesture is not a fiction and 
calls on all Libyans to cooperate to make the ideals 
realistic. 


Tskikata-Led PNDC Team Leaves for Libya 
AB201939 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 20 Mar 88 


[Text] A government delegation led by a member of the 
PNDC, Captain Kojo Tsikata, left for Tripoli today. 
Capt Tsikata told newsmen that the delegation, which 
will be away for 3 days, will review the economic 
cooperation agreement between Ghana and Libya. 


Other members of the delegation are the secretary for 
finance and economic planning, Dr Kwesi Botchway; the 
secretary for information, Kofi Totobi Quakyi, and Mrs 
Theresa Owusu, undersecretary for fuel and power. 


Four People Reportedly Killed by Anthrax 
AB182130 Accra Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 18 Mar 88 


[Text] The movement of cattle 15 km from (Kitase 
Alokpasa and Ndjare), both in the Nkwanta District of 
the Volta Region, has been banned with immediate 
effect because of an outbreak of the disease anthrax. In 
addition, the slaughtering and the sale of meat from the 
area are also banned. The district secretary for Nkwanta 
gave the order when he visited the areas after reports of 
the outbreak of the disease there. The chief of one of the 
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towns, Nana Bedumgya, told the secretary that four 
people have so far died after eating meat believed to 
have been infected by the disease. Meanwhile, a team of 
personnel from the Ministry of Health and officials from 
the Veterinary Services Department have been sent to 
the area. 


Police Council Meeting on Performance Held 
AB191024 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] The Police Council, meeting underchairman- 
ship of the leader of the revolution, Flight-Lieutenant 
J.J. Rawlings, last night took far-reaching decisions 
intended to improve the standards of performance of 
police personnel. Among the items discussed were the 
performance of the Criminal Investigations Department 
[CID], disciplinary procedures, recruitment, training, 
and transfers. The meeting, which lasted several hours, 
identified cumbersome and slow disciplinary procedures 
as major factors militating against the effective mainte- 
nance of discipline. It was therefore decided that these 
should be streamlined to give commanders of units, from 
the divisional level upwards, the authority to recom- 
mend prompt action ranging from dismissals in cases of 
serious malpractices to removals in cases where the 
services of the officer are no longer required. 


In order to improve the calibre of personnel, the Crim- 
inal Investigations Department is to be allowed to recruit 
its own directly, instead of drawing up on regular police 
intake as has been the practice. The meeting noted with 
concern that criminal activities have become more 
sophisticated and complex. New recruits will therefore 
be selected with particular attention to special aptitudes 
relevant to CID work. There will also be an effort to 
attract recruits with higher academic qualifications, 
while the basic equipment and facilities necessary for 
Criminal investigations are to be provided. 


Meanwhile on the advice of the Police Council, the 
PNDC has ordered the dismissal of a number of police 
personnel for serious offences. Those dismissed for their 
involvement in narcotic deals are Chiet Superintendent 
Danladi; Chief Inspector P.K. Agbalu; Inspector Joseph 
Nsian; and Detective Corporal Joe Bosey. Superinten- 
dent Frampong of the Police Forensic laboratory has also 
been dismissed for tempering with narcotic exhibits 
while Chief Superintendent E. Owusu-Boakye, formerly 
of the MTU [Motor Traffic Unit] but presently at 
Koforidua and ASP [Assistant Superintendent of Police] 
F.M. Anani, formerly at Nima MTU but presently at 
Bimbila in the Northern Region, have been dismissed for 


forgery. [passage omitted] 


17 Officers Sacked 
AB211739 Paris AFP in English 1530 GMT 21 Mar 88 


{Text} Abidjan, March 21 (AFP)}—Ghana has dismissed 
17 police officers for what authorities described as 
“serious” criminal offences, Ghana radio, monitored 
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here, said Monday [21 March]. The radio, which quoted 
an official statement, said the officers included superin- 
tendents, inspectors and detectives who were involved in 
such crimes as narcotic deals, armed robbery, forgery, 
bribery, fraud and falsification of documents for the 
issue of fire arms. 


The dismissals followed a meeting of the police council 
under the chairmanship of Ghanaian leader Flight Lieu- 
tenant Jerry Rawlings at the weekend, the radio said. 
Police authorities also said that maintenance of disci- 
pline in the police force was hampered by cumbersome 
and slow procedures. 


Ivory Coast 


Drop in Cocoa Price Discussed 
AB201207 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in French 
19,20 Mar 88 p 32 


[Hien Solo article: “The Gordian Knot” 


[Text] The fall in the cocoa price observed in recent 
months has suddenly worsened in the last few days, 
bringing the price of a kilogram of cocoa bean down to 
440 francs CFA on the market. It was believed that the 
Executive Committee and the International Cocoa 
Council, which has just ended a consultative meeting in 
London, would have effected a solution, even if only 
temporary. But the interests that clashed in the British 
capital were not able to reach a compromise. 


“For a better stabilization of the market,” consumers 
argue that since the regulating stock has bought 75,000 
tons within the last 6 months, the lowering of the 
intervention price brackets of the agree/nent should be 
effected automatically. Producers retort that first of all, 
there is no urgency about the lowering of the interven- 
tion price since the market price is already at its lowest, 
adding a different interpretation of the provisions of the 
agreement on this subject. According to them, the terms 
of the agreement should be understood in the sense that 
if the price bracket is lowered, purchases of the stock can 
resume; but such purchases cannot resume presently 
since the regulating stock has reached its maximum 
capacity and therefore Article 27 Paragraph 7 of the 
agreement on the low :ring of the price brackets cannot 
be applied. This point of disagreement was not resolved. 
At the request of seven consumer nations (Japan, USSR, 
Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Belgium, the UK, and the 
GDR), the council agreed to set up a consultative com- 
mittee to draw up statutes for the interpretation of 
Article 27. 


The London talks were also focused on various issues 
concerning the taxation of producer countries that do 
not belong to the council; the use of the cocoa in the 
regulatory stocks for nontraditional purposes; and the 
suspension of the rotating system for 40,000 tonnes of 
cocoa from the regulatory stock. These issues raised by 
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the group of producer cour‘ries, within which our coun- 
try played a major role, wet in spite of their pertinence 
systematically opposed by the consumers who refused to 
examine them in depth. 


The London meeting therefore ended on a bitter note 
which immediately resulted in the fall of cocoa prices. 
This situation of disagreement between producers and 
consumers could now lead to the establishment of a new 
type of organization of producers which could enable 
them to end the deadlock. As a short-term measure, all 
African producer countries must unite in order to apply 
and respect the introduction of export quotas, the only 
means of influencing the falling prices. But greater 
efforts are needed to stabilize prices on a long term basis. 
As the regulatory stock has failed to stabilize prices, it is 
expedient for producers themselves to envisage the 
establishment of a fund to support the cocoa producers’ 
market. This is compatible with current realities where 
each party disregards the international solidarity that 
should characterize relations between producers and 
consumers. 


Other large scale measures should be sought to develop 
the consumption of cocoa in the world. Meanwhile, a 
kilo of cocoa exported by our country costs more than 
350 CFA francs in subsidy. If the situation persists, it is 
rather the system of domestic marketing of our cocoa 
which will need revision. Should the buying price be 
reduced for the producer? What of the cost of moving 
and transportation? There are so many Guestions that 
need answers. 


Separate of RAN Proposed 
AB211644 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1245 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] The Ivorian-Burkinabe joint commission for 
the separate management of the Abidjan-Niger Railroad 
Cooperation [RAN] ended their deliberations late this 
morning in Abidjan. Eugene Kony Ehouma, who was 
present at the opening of the deliberations, was also 
present this morning at the end of the meeting and has 


this report: 


[Begin recording) What should be remembered from this 
meeting, which is certainly not the last one of the joint 
commission, is that RAN will very soon be split into two 
railroad companies: one Ivorian and one Burkinabe. 
This decision to separately manage the RAN was made a 
few years ago and was reiterated by our two heads of 
stae, President Houphouet-Boigny and Captain Blaise 
Compaore, during the recent visit by the latter in 
Yamoussoukro. It should be recalled that the Burkinabe 
head of state stressed the need for a speedy negotiated 
solution to the issue in the mutual interest of our two 
couniries and our two peoples linked by age-old bonds of 
friendship and cooperation. It should also be recalled 
that the deliberations in Abidjan, jointly chaired by the 
Ivorian minister of transports and public works, Mr 
Aoussou Koffi, and the Burkinabe minister of transports 
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and communications, Mr Dominique Korate Issa, were 
held in a spirit of renewal, characterized by mutual 
understanding, solidarity, and brotherhood. 


At the end of the deliberations, the two minisvrs 
expressed satisfaction with the spirit of renewal thai 
prevailed during the negotiations, a spirit that serves as 
evidence of success, first of all for the negotiations for a 
separate management and secondly for the smooth run- 
ning of the two companies to be created in our respective 
countries. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


Liberia 


SUN TIMES To Resume Publication 23 March 
AB182245 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 2000 
GMT 18 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] The SUN TIMES newspaper will resume pub- 
lication on Wednesday, March 23, 1988. The manage- 
ment of SUNRISE Incorporated said in a release issued 
today that publication of the newspaper was suspended 
on January 4, 1988 in order to relocate its offices and 
streamline its (?touch). [passage omitted] 


Doe Addresses Media on Economic Recovery 


AB211822 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 21 Mar 88 


{Text] President Samuel Kanyon Doe this afternoon 
addressed a cross section of the Liberian press as well as 
foreign pressimen and stringers of foreign news agencies. 
President addressed himself to several issues of natiional 
concern including governments’ economic recovery pro- 
gram. In touching on the economic recovery program, 
President Doe said that government has made some 
headway into the economic recovery program. 


[Begin recording] “sovernment has been able to make 
some headway in achieving set objectives and aims at 
steadying the development process by ensuring that 
justice znd fair play continue to prevail in our land. In 
spite of the achievements we have made in respect to the 
economic recovery, we still have fallen short of complete 
success in this area, due to many external factors that lie 
outside of our control. However, we, as Liberians, must 
have the willpower to ensure the success of this program 
which is very vital to our nation. You will recall ladies 
and gentlemen of the press, that since we assumed the 
leadership of this nation, government has endeavored to 
provide job opportunities for its citizens. But many of 
those who are privileged to serve have not shown total 
commitment to the interest and welfare of the people. In 
view of this, we have repeatediy stressed the need for 
dedication and commitment in government service. And 
you will also recall our efforts to make sure that salaries 
of public servants are paid on time. While all of these 
efforts are being made, many of our employees in 
government service have sought to undermine this pro- 
cess through dishonesty and other forms of corrupt 
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practices. Because of an appalling lack of total commit- 
ment and dedication in recent times, we were con- 
strained to relieve officials of government as well as 
private employees of their portfolios in our bid to protect 
the interest of the Liberian people. We wish to reiterate 
here today that no effort will be spared to rid the system 
of those who engage in malpractices. [end recording} 


‘Shortfalls’ in Economy 
AB220937 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 2000 
GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] President Samuel Kanyon Doe has said that 
in spite of the achievements made in government's 
economic program, there have been shortfails in achiev- 
ing success in that area due to external factors beyond 
government's control. [passage omitted on previously 
filed material] 


On the issue of connecting the various political subdivi- 
sions in the country, President Doe disclosed that an 
arrangement had been reached between government and 
two local companies for the reactivation of the Ganta- 
Harper Highway project and the Gbarnga-Voinjama 
Road network. 


[Begin recording] I am pleased to announce that an 
arrangement or agreement has been reache? het ween the 
Government of Liberia and the International Road 
Construction Company in Liberia and [name indistinct] 
respectively for the reactivation and completion of the 
Ganta-Harper Highway project as well as the construc- 
tion of the Gbanga-Voinjama Road network. [applause] 
Additionally, discussions are being held between the 
Government of Liberia and the Republic of Korea for 
assistance in paving the Monrovia-Robertsfield High- 
way. [applause] As a result of our discussion with Pres- 
ident Nicolae Ceausescu of the Socialist Republic of 
Romania during his 3-day visit, our two governments 
agreed that further action be taken to increase and 
diversify trade exchanges for the development of eco- 
nomic cooperation in a number of fields including 
agriculture, mining, forestry and wood processing, and 
transportation, among others. All of those efforts are 
intended to provide employment opportunities and 
other social benefits for Liberians as well as other 
residents. 


Ladies and gentlemen of the press, the journalist creed to 
which members of the fourth estate worldwide subscribe 
states clearly that the public [words indistinct] service 
and public service is the betrayal of this trust. Against 
this background, I wish to draw your attention to the fact 
that the press in this country today plays a major role in 
our public diplomacy program. While governments rep- 
resented in our capital are kept informed by their respec- 
tive embassies through reports in the press, what govern- 
ment expects of you is simply an adherence to the 
journalist creed which states in part that a journalism 
which succeeds best fears God and honors men. It is 


as 
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constructive, tolerant, but never careless. It is self- con- 
trolled, patient, seeks to give every man a chance, and it 
is profoundly patriotic while sincerely promoting inter- 
national goodwill. May I assure you, ladies and gentle- 
men of the press, that if you can truly abide by your own 
journalist creed, misinformation, baseless rumors, and 
destructive speculations will find no expression in our 
headlines. And press freedom would not only be a 
(privilege) but a way of life of our people. 


Finally, memters of the fourth estate, external vigilance 
is the price a nation must pay for the guarantee of its 
security and the preservation of its sovereignty. Accord- 
ingly, we, as a nation and people, must continue to honor 
our historic obligations in Liberia by supporting the 
relevant institutions responsible for the security of the 
state and the prosperity of our people as it is done in all 
nations of the world. There will be times when you will 
be called upon as journalists to refrain from (?publish- 
ing) certain disclosures or publications which may be 
vital to the interest of the security of the state. Being 
professional journalists, we have no doubt that you will 
again subscribe to your creed which ~learly indicates that 
suppression of the news for any consideration other than 
the welfare of society is indefensible. May we however 
assure that whenever you are requested by the govern- 
ment to embargo a certain news item for a given period 
in the interest of the national security, it will be in the 
supreme interest of the welfare of the state. I thank you! 
{end recording] 


Mali 


Soviet Consumers’ Cooperatives Delegation Arrives 
AB191717 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] A delegation of the Soviet Central Union of 
Consumers’ Cooperatives, which arrived in our country 
yesterday for an official visit, this morning visited the 
Lafiadougou Consumers’ Cooperative. This delegation, 
led by Mr (Nikolay), deputy chairman of the Soviet 
Central Union of Consumers’ Cooperatives, including 
the deputy director of Moscow Institute of Cooperatives, 
is in Our country to develop bilateral cooperation in the 
field of cooperatives. Our Soviet guests, accompanied by 
the national director of cooperatives, Daouda Sangara, 
and the regional officials of cooperatives, were welcomed 
in Lafiadougou by the chairman of the board of gover- 
nors of the Lafiadougou Consumers’ municipal author- 
ities, and a large crowd of people. [passage omitted] 


Prime Minister Interviewed on State of Economy 
AB192013 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Text] The prime minister, Prof Mamadou Dembe’ :, 
this morning at Koulauba granted the AFP regional 
director, Patrice Collin, an interview on the economic 
and social situation in our country. During this inter- 
view, the prime minister spoke about the restructuring of 
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the public sector, its impact, its social effects, and the 
measures adopted by the government and the party for 
their solutions. He also spoke about corruption in our 
country and the establishment of the special commission 
of inquiry on offenses of illegal acquisition of wealth. 


Speaking about restructuring the public sector, the prime 
minister explained that the process began in 1979 
through the initiative of the authorities of our country. 
The agreement between our country and the IMF was 
signed only in 1982, while our first negotiations with the 
World Bank started in 1986 to correct the imbalance of 
the state sector. Prime Minister Prof Mamadou Dembele 
feels this restructuring of the public sector has become an 
indispensable process if we want it to reach the expected 
level. Nevertheless, he admitted that such an action 
would give rise to social effects and confirmed that a 
package of measures had been adopted for the:r solution. 
For instance, the reconversion fund was instituted that 
will handle all discharged civil servants. The prime 
minister insisted on the need to explain to the people the 
nature of our current difficulties that are attributable to 
ourselves and the general effects of the international 
crisis and drought. Henceforth, Malians must be made 
aware of the fact that the state cannot be their sole 
employer, Prof Mamadou Dembele said. He expressed 
the wish that investors make serious offers to take over 
some companies in the country. Furthermore, the gov- 
ernment will give particular attention to any proposal by 
workers to form cooperatives. 


Lastly, concerning the special commission of inquiry on 
offences of illegal acquisition of wealth and corruption, 
the prime reinister explained that it is a commission 
whose members are all beyond any suspicion. He 
affirmed ‘iat the commission started its job not long ago 
and that it needs time to act with serenity and utmost 
openness. 


UDPM To Hoh\ 3d Regular Congress 28-31 March 
AB201733 Ba:nako Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 20 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] The Democratic Union of Malian People, 
UDPM, wiii hold its third regular congress at the end of 
this month, precisely from 28 to 31 March. General 
Moussa Traore, secretary general of the party, and mem- 
bers of the special commission charged with assisting the 
secretary general discussed the prospects for holding this 
congress at a 15 March meeting held at the People’s 
House. Issues discussed at this meeting include the 
examination of the second report on the outcome of the 
activities of the special commission, and the assessment 
of the recent elections in the organs of the party. 


This congress will be placed under the banner of unity of 
action of all active forces for the mobilization of public 
life and national reawakening. [passage omitted] 
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Transport Minister Leaves for Zaire Conference 
AB211101 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 20 Mar 88 


[Text] The minister of transport and public works, 
Cheikh Oumar Doumbia, left for Kinsaasa today to 
attend the sixth session of the conference of African 
ministers 01 plan, transport, and communications from 
23 to 24 March. 


Mali-Burkina Border Commission Meets 21 Mar 
AB211737 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] The Burkina-Mali interministerial commis- 
sion on border issues [words indistinct] of December 
1986 began this morning at the conference room of the 
Sikasso city hall co-presided by Jean-Baptiste Oue- 
draogo, the Burkinabe minister of territorial administra- 
tion, and Colonel Abdourahamane Maiga, his Malian 
counterpart. Also present at the meeting were Mrs Anne 
Konate, the Burkinabe ambassador to Mali, Major 
(Alama Maiga), the governor of the 3d Distric, and 
experts from the two countries. Here is a report from 
Massididjata Saya: 


[Begin recording] As you just said, this meeting is the 
first one to be held since the International Court of 
Justice handed over its verdict on the issue. The meeting 
will enabie the two sides, Mali and Burkina Faso, to take 
stock of the achievements that have already been made 
with regard to resolving the border issue, to discuss ways 
and means of establishing a border demarcation line, 
and to seek advice on this issue from experts, who were 
designated by the International Court of Justice on (79) 
April last year. [passage omitted| [end recording] 


Niger 


Saibou Receives FRG Presidential Envoy 
AB190616 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 18 Mar 88 


[Text] The head of state received the former FRG 
ambassador to our country, His Excellency Harald Ganz. 
Present at the audience were our minister of foreign 
affairs and cooperation, Mr Sani Bako; the ambasador of 
Niger to FRG, Mr Youssoufa Maiga; and the FRG 
ambassador to Niger, Mr Wolfgand Inge. Mr Ganz 
reviewed Niger-FRG cooperation with the head of state. 


[Begin Ganz recording] First I would like to express my 
great joy at being honored thir morning with an audience 
with the president. He received me as he did some years 
ago when I was in Niamey reminding me of the age old 
friendship between us. This great honor has been 
bestowed upon me during my present mission to several 
countries in the region. THis mission was assigned to me 
by my president, President Richard von Weizsaecker of 
the FRG, who you know is currently touring several 
African countries. Prior to leaving his delegation in 
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Nigeria, President Weizsaecker asked me to visit his 
fellow presidents in the region and to send his greetings 
to them and to [word indistinct] arrangements to explain 
wha* President Weizsaecker wanted to do during his 
visits to Africa [words indistinct] and to brief friendly 
governments about some developments in our African 
policies. These are the major topics that we discussed 
this morning. But it goes without saying that we also 
managed to touch on some aspects of our bilateral 
cooperation which [words indistinct] and together, we 
noted that this cooperation between Niger and the FRG 
is On a very sound footing. I will even say that it is 
exemplary. I cannot conclude without expressing my 
great pleasure at having returned here to Niger. 


[Words indistinct] of my heart and I am extremely 
moved by the welcome accorded me by everybody, 
including the president, (?the government), and the 
inhabitants of Niamey. In fact, it was a special experi- 
ence for me and I would, through the mass media and the 
press, like to remark simply that the (?welcome accorded 
me) was very touching. [end recording] 


Minister Presents Year-End Report 
AB211931 Paris AFP in English 1558 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Text] Niamey, March 21 (AFP)—Niger’s gross domestic 
product dropped 4.9 per cent last year and farm output 
slumped 21.8 per cent, Planning Minister Almustapha 
Soumaila reported here Monday [21 March]. The fall in 
the world price of uranium since 1981 was a factor, he 
said. Uranium has been Niger's prime export since 1973, 
with France taking close to | ,000 tonnes a year at a price 
20 to 30 per cent above the market rate. In 1982 uranium 
provided 40 per cent of state revenues, but accounted for 
only 12 per cent by 1986, Mr. Soumaila’s report noted. 


Niger has the world’s fifth largest known deposits of 
uranium with reserves put at more than 200,000 tonnes, 
but the ore grade is poor. Continuing drought forced the 
government to appeal for international help to compen- 
sate for a shortfall of 350,000 tonnes of foodstuffs. 
Domestic demand was too weak to sustain a viable 
economy, ine minister said, and there were problems 
with adjustments under way in neighbouring Nigeria, 
Niger's main trading partner in the region. 


Finance Minister of State Leaves for CAR 
AB212104 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 2! Mar 88 


{Text} The chairman of the Supreme Military Council 
and head of state has charged Lingani Mamadou, min- 
ister of state in charge of finance, with a mission to 
Bangui, CAR, where he will take part in the meeting of 
finance ministers of the franc zone. Quartermaster 
Lingani Mamadou left Niamey yesterday and Dr Yahaya 
Tounkara, minister of higher education, research, and 
technology, is acting for him. 


Government Confirms Death of Drug Pusher 
AB181851 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 18 Mar 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Is she alive or dead? That is the question still 
being asked by Nigerians about Gloria Okong, a notori- 
ous drug trafficker, who was supposed to have died in 
police custody. And if she is dead, how did she die? Were 
people in very high places involved? A connection was 
even being made with the mysterious murder of a 
newspaper editor, Dele Giwa, last year, and perhaps, 
naturally, police are anxious to end all the speculation. 
From Lagos, Shola Odunfa cabled this report. 


[Begin studio announcer recording] It is now 3 years 
since Gloria Okong was reported dead in a police cell in 
Kano, but the Nigerian police are still trying to put her 
ghost to rest. Yesterday in Lagos, the inspector general of 
police, Mr Mahammadu Gambo, invited journalists to 
his office to try and put paid to the widespread rumor 
that Gloria was still alive. Gloria was arrested at Kano 
International Airport carrying drugs on April 22 1985. 
She died 5 days later while the police was still investi- 
gating her case. Two stories spread through Nigeria 
immediately when her death was announced. The first 
was that she was poisoned by some powerful Nigerians 
for whom she was acting as a courier. The second rumor, 
which has proved to be more [word indistinct] was that 
she was smuggled out of the country by the powerful 
people for whom she was fronting and that the body 
buried was not hers. The government responded by 
setting up a judicial inquiry into her death but the report 
was not published. 


When journalist Giwa Dele died in a letter bomb explo- 
sion in Lagos 18 months later, the Gloria Okong issue 
resurfaced. The story spread that Giwa was killed 
because he wanted to publish in his magazine evidence 
that Gloria was alive and well in a hideout abroad. The 
rumors had hurt the government deeply, because they 
alleged the powerful sponsors of the drug trafficker were 
linked with the government. Also the rumored story was 
cited by Giwa’s friend and lawyer, Chief Gani Sawa- 
hinle, as the basis of his efforts to prosecute two national 
security chiefs for the journalist’s murder. 


Yesterday, the police inspector general released the 
report of the 1985 inquiry into Gloria’s death. The 
report went to great lengths to establish the identity of 
Miss Gloria Okong, and the efforts made, first by cus- 
toms officers who arrested her, and by the police to save 
her life, when she complained of stomach pains. The 
report confirmed that she had definitely died and that 
the body was positively identified by people who knew 
her. With the publication of the report, the government 
hopes that the matter will now be laid to rest finally. [end 
recording] 
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Babangida Petrochemical Plant 
AB190830 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Text] The Federal Government says it will no longer 
continue to exclusively fund investments in the petro- 
chemical industry, President Ibrahim Babangida 
announced this yesterday while commissioning a petro- 
chemical plant at Efam near Warri in Bendel State. The 
president invited private sector participation in this area 
and pledged that they will be given maximum support. 


The minister of petroleum resources, Alhaji Rilwanu 
Lukman, disclosed that orders received from the local 
industries for propylene was far more than what the unit 
could provide. The petrochemical plant was built at a 
cost of 1.5 billion naira. 


Outgoing Ambassa. ‘r Requests Coal 
AB190857 Lagos Domestic Servi. 1 English 
0600 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Text] Bulgaria has requested for Nigeria’s high-grade 
coal for her energy generation. The outgoing Bulgarian 
ambassador to Nigeria, Mr Dimitur Vulev, made the 
request yesterday when he paid a farewell visit to the 
minister of mines, power, and steel, Alhaji Bunu Sheriff 
Musa. Mr Vulev also expressed his country’s interest in 
Nigeria’s coal mining technology and pledged Bulgaria’s 
readiness to assist the national Electric Power Authority, 
especially in the production of electrical equipment. 
Ambassador Vulev was urged by Alhaji Bunu to main- 
tain the cordial relations between Nigeria an2@ Bulgaria 
in the field of power generation. 


Babangida on Resources for Rural Areas 
AB200942 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 20 Mar 88 


[Text] President Ibrahim Babangida says the present 
administration has taken a deliberate policy to redirect 
the nation’s resources to the rural areas. This is to ensure 
that human and material resources are channeled at the 
grass roots to redress the imbalance between urban and 
rural areas. General Babangida made the declaration 
yesterday while commissioning an ultra-modern private 
agro-allied sack factory built at Asaba. 


The president stressed the need for all Nigerians to 
intensify efforts towards facing the challenges which the 
realities of the times have brought. He remarked that the 
problem of preservation of agricultural produce was a 
major issue that must be of concern to Nigerians partic- 
ularly the private sector. 


The chairman of the company, Chief Sani Odogu, 
appealed to the Federal Government to establish an 
aggressive commercial division in Nigerian embassies to 
assist in the promotion and growth of Nigerian products. 
The company was built at the cost of 100 million naira. 
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Association Urges Cocoa Bean Processing 
AB191305 Dakar PANA in English 1205 GMT 
19 Mar 88 


[Text] Akure (Nigeria), 19 March (NAN/PANA]—The 
Cocoa Association of Nigeria (CAN) has been urged to 
look into the possibility of increased processing of cocoa 
beans before exporting them, reports said on Friday [18 
Mar]. 


Speaking at a meeting with representatives of the asso- 
ciation in Akure, the Ondo state capital in western 
Nigeri2, the state Governor Olabode George said this 
would fetch the country more money and assist in job 
creation for Nigerians by increasing the capicity utilisa- 
tion of the country’s existing cocoa processing plants. He 
said it was in the interest of Nigeria to discontinue the 
export of raw cocoa beans to assist the cocoa processing 
industries in the country. He said that his state govern- 
ment would clamp down on those engaged in the nefar- 
ious practice of defrauding cocoa expoerts. 


Earlier, the state chairman of the Cocoa Association, 
chief J.F. Fagbyegun, said the association had worked 
relentlessly to ensure that only high quality cocoa beans 
were exported from the country. 


Saudis Said Shot ‘For Political Reasons’ 
AB201936 Paris AFP in French 1845 GMT 20 Mar 88 


[Text] Lagos, 20 Mar (AFP)}—The unknown gunman 
who shot three Saudi teachers in Lagos last Sunday, [13 
March] acted “for political reasons,” it was affirmed 
today from reliable sources in the Nigerian capital. The 
three teachers described the gunman, who has not yet 
been identified, as a “bearded white man wearing a 
mask,” who “looked like an Arab,” a police report 
indicated. 


This aggressor perhaps shot them after mistaking them 
for a special delegation from King Fahd of Saudi Arabia, 
led by a minister of state, Shaykh Muhammad Ibrahim 
Mas’ud, and which was received 2 days earlier by the 
Nigerian president, General Babangida, the same source 
explained. During this meeting Gen Babangida contra- 
tulated King Fahd through his envoy for his country’s 
peace efforts in the Middle East. 


The three teachers were shot several times as they were 
leaving the large Lagos hotel casino. They had just 
entered their car bearing a diplomatic licens plate of the 
Saudi Embassy. A fourth Saudi who was accompanying 
them tried, in vain, to pursue the gunman, who climbed 
the parking lot wall and ran away. The three injured 
men, identified as Ibrahim al-Mayoub, 38, ‘Abdallah al 
Morshed, 37, and Muhammad al-Tz‘hab, 35, according 
to a police report, were repatriated last Monday [14 
March] accompanied by the Saudi ambassador to Nige- 
ria, after receiving treatment in a Lagos hospital. They 
were sent to Nigeria last year to teach Arab and Koran 
studies, diplomatic sources pointed out. 
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Ogun State Polytechnic Reopens 28 March 
AB202245 Lagos Domestic Service in English 


2100 GMT 20 Mar 88 


[Text] The Ogun State Polytechnic, Abeokuta, is to 
reopen tomorrow. In a statement, the institution advised 
students to complete the necessary formalities with the 
registrar as lectures will commence on the 28th of this 
month. The polytechnic was closed down early last 
month to avert student demonstration. 


Booster Radio Station Commissioned in Kwara 
AB202247 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 20 Marv 88 


[Text] A 1.5 million-naira radio booster station for the 
Kwara State Broadcasting Corporation has been com- 
miss‘oned at Egbe in the Oyi Local Government Area of 
the state by Governor Ibrahim Alkali. The station, which 
began test transmissions 2 weeks ago, will cover the 
eastern parts of the state including Edu and Irepodun 
Local Government Areas. Speaking at the ceremony, 
Group Captain Alkali said the installation of the radio 
booster was a practical demonstration of government's 
determination to ensure a state-wide coverage by radio. 
He said the administration was committed to an open- 
door policy, and assured media practitioners of govern- 
ment’s cooperation and readiness to hold dialogue at all 
times. He, however, urged the management of the radio 
station to introduce new ideas for more effective dissem- 
ination of information and education of the masses. In 
his speech, the chairman of the corporation, Alhaji (Boro 
Tilaiman), announced that installation work had started 
at a new booster station, saying that test transmissions 
will begin in the next few weeks. He appealed to the state 
government to release funds for the purchase of other 
essential spare parts for the Ilorin station. 


Foreign Minister on UK Relations 
AB210°57 London BBC World Service in English 
0630 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[Text] Nigeria's friends abroad have been forming their 
first impression of the new face behind her foreign 
policy. Top soldier Ike Nwachukwu took over from top 
academic Bolaji Akinyemi in December last year as 
Nigeria’s foreign minister. The question that many 
observers asked when Ike Nwachukwu took over was, 
what difference will it make? Well, last week Major 
General Nwachukwu was in London to meet British 
Government officials for the first time in this new 
capacity. Davina Dougan asked him whether it was Mrs 
Thatcher's recent visit that sweetened relations again 
between Nigeria and Britain? 


[Begin recording] [Nwachukwu] That was a primary 
point. One was delighted to have Mrs Thatcher come to 
Nigeria and discuss with the Nigerian Government and 
the president. 
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[Dougan] What specifically was discussed during that visit 
that helped renew relations, because it was known that 
there was quite a great deal of opposition to Mrs Thatch- 
——s there from within the Nigerian Government 
itself? 


[Nwachukwu] Well, the Nigerian Government wanted Mrs 
Thatcher, and she came, and she discussed matters of 
mutual interest between our two countries and as a result 
of that we then reopened bilateral talks. 


[Dougan] How was the stumbling block of sanctions 
removed? 


[Nwachukwu] The British still stand by...[pauses] 
[Dougan] Have the same attitude? 


[Nwachukwu] Perhaps the same: that sanctiors is not the 
answer to the South African problem, and we still believe 
in holding to our position that sanctions is the answer that 
ee ee 


[Dougan] Yes, but that was quite a stumbline olock in 
relations before. What then removed it? Nigeria still holds 
the same position of pro-sanctions; Britain is still anti- 
sanctions. So what created the [word indistinct]? 


[Nwachukwu] It (?couldn’t be) the South African issue but 
that of several issues between our two countries that we 
decided to talk about and (?that is what helped). 


[Dougan] Yes, with the previous foreign minister (?things) 
were really at a stage where Nigerian and British relations 
were very shaky. Is it the change? Is this a new pragmatism 
that we are going to be seeing from Maj Gen Nwachukwu 
as opposed to the much more ideological line that came 
from Professor Akinyemi, the previous foreign minister? 


{Nwachukwu] I have never known myself to get into 
comparison with whoever in the act of taking over. [sen- 
tence as heard] We have decided to be more practical, to 
look at the problems as they affect our two countries. 


[Dougan] Let's leave [words indistinct] with the personal- 
ities aside, but certainly the previous foreign minister, 
when he took up his position, there was a great deal of talk 
about [words indistinct] of dynamic foreign policy, 
extremely ideological foreign policy. Now that appears to 
have [words indistinct] enormously if not completely in 
favor of pragmatism. 


[Nwachukwu] I would merely say that we are looking at 
our problems more realistically. We also know that ideal- 
ism doesn’t really bring results the way any developing 
Third World country would want it. We have economic 
problems and we want to solve our economic problems. 
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[Dougan] I understand that there is from France a possible 
Fr2.5 billion, from Britain something like 200 million 
pounds on offer to Nigeria. Did this somehow help to bring 
the two countries together, to bring Britain and Nigeria 
together? 


[Nwachukwu] Well, Nigeria cer ainly is not a country to be 
bought by anybody. We have our objectives and we work 
towards achieving those objectives. But certainly, various 
governments have been very useful in helping in resched- 
uling of our debts, and also providing fresh credit lines for 
the national economy. 


[Dougan] So it was certainly quite a [words indistinct]? 
[Nwachukwu] Of course, yes. 


[Dougan] Coming up to Nigerian relations with Israel, 
let's go back again to the previous foreign minister. It 
was known that he wanted to get closer to Israel, even to 
reopen embassies in the respective countries. What is 
your position on that? 


[Nwachukwu] I don’t think any foreign minister can begin 
to negotiate a new policy without a go-ahead from his 
government. 


[Dougan] [Words indistinct] your government. 


[Nwachukwu] And Nigeria’s position with Israel is the 
same as it was in 1973. That hasn’t changed. 


[Dougan] [Words indistinct] diplomatic relations but it is 
known that there is a great deal of trading that goes on 
between Nigeria and Israel. indeed, there are quite a 
number of Israeli businessmen in Nigeria. 


[Nwachukwu] There are; I am sure there are Israeli busi- 
nessmen in Nigeria, but that doesn’t change our foreign 
policy position. 

[Dougan] There have been allegations that Nigeria funnels 
oil to South Africa via Israel. What would you say to this? 


[Nwachukwu] That report is totally false. Nigeria will 
never do that. Nigeria is, as you know, she is very deter- 
mined to see the end of apartheid and we shall do nothing 
to sustain it. 


[Dougan] Well, Nigeria has done it in the past, and I am 
sure you know there were many allegations some time ago 
in previous Nigerian Governments. But there were fairly 
sound allegations then. 


[Nwachukwu] That is not true. It will never happen. 
Nigeria will never sell its oil to South Africa, and you know 
that we have a policy that any company or any business 
that has to do with South Africa will not be allowed to 
operate in Nigeria. 


[Dougan] Are you selling oil to Israel too? 
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[Nwachukwu] We do not sell oil to Israel either. [end 
recording] 


Nigerian, Polish Ministers Discuss Cooperation 
AB211825 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Text] Nigeria and Poland have agreed to strengthen 
their ¢.isting economic and political ties. The Polish 
deputy foreign minister, Dr Majewski Jan, disclosed this 
in Lagos today to a radio Nigeria correspondent at the 
end of talks between him and the Exiernal Affairs 
Minister, Major General Ike Nwachukwu. Dr Jan 
frowned at the declining business activities between his 
country and Nigeria and pledged Poland's readiness to 
reverse the trend. He stated that in furtherance of this, 
another high-level discussion in the fields of energy, 
maritime activities, agriculture, and political matters 
between his country and Nigeria will soon take place. 


Dr Jan, who arrived in Nigeria from Zaire, leaves Lagos 
tomorrow for Nairobi, Kenya. 


Nigeria Affirms Solidarity on Sharpeville Day 
AB212238 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Text] Nigeria has reaffirmc. her solidarity and total 
commitment to the struggle for the elimination of racism 
and apartheid. In an address to commemorate the Inter- 
national Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimina- 
tion, ‘he minister of external affairs, Major General Ike 
Nwachukwu, restated Nigeria’s position that only the 
universal application of comprehensive and mandatory 
sanctions can bring a peaceful change in South Africa. 


He called on countries which are still opposed to the 
imposition of mandatory and comprehensive sanctions 
against South Africa to re-examine their stand. The min- 
ister also called for increased support by the international 
community for the struggling people of South Africa 
through their liberation movements. He commended the 
United Nations for its decision to commemorate annually 
the Sharpeville massacre and for its commitment to elim- 
inate racism and racial discrimination. Maj Gen Nwa- 
chukwu observed that through its various organs, the 
United Nations had adopted innumerable resolutions call- 
ing on South Africa to abandon the inhuman policy and to 
respect the UN Charter on human rights. The minister 
regretted that despite these calls, the illegal minority gov- 
ernment in South Africa had institutionalized racism and 
become more aggressive in denying the majority blacks 
their basic human rights. Today is being observed as the 
28th anniversary of the brutal killing in Sharpeville of 69 
Africans who carried out a peaceful demonstration against 
the pass laws by the racist South African police. 
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Foreign Minister Comments on Deported Teacher 
AB212037 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Just over a week ago, a Jamaican-born university 
lecturer, Dr Patrick Wilmot, who has been teaching at 
Ahmadu Bello University, in northern Nigeria, found 
himself in London against his will. He claimed he had 
been grabbed by security men, driven to Lagos, and 
unceremoniously bundled unto a plane without proper 
documents or a deportation order. He said he did not 
know why he had been kicked out, but there was specu- 
lation that his Marxism has something to do with it. Fer 
their part, the Nigerians accused Dr Wilmot of being a 
South African agent. Here in London, Martin Denise 
asked Nigeria’s foreign minister, Major General Ike 
Nwachukwu, what he made of the accusation that Dr 
Wilmot had been illcgally deported. 


[Begin recording} [Nwachukwu] Patrick Wilmot is some- 
one that Nigerians know too well. Patrick knows chat the 
Nigerian people had given him so much [words indistinct} 
and so much importance in the past. If his demeanor had 
been civilized, some will say, and conforms with the laws 
of the land, certainly Patrick will have a place in Nigeria. 
Anyone who lives in anyone's courtry and does not live 
within the ambit of the law, should blame himself or 
herself for being (expelled). 


[Martin] What has Dr Wilmot done? 
[Nwachukwu] What has he done? 
[Martin] How was he actually breaking the law? 


[Nwachukwu] I am a foreign minister, | am not the 
attorney general. Maybe you should go to the police. But | 
know any citizen of any country that does not [words 
indistinct] live within the ambit of the law of the country 
in which he finds himself, of course, runs the risk of being 
thrown out. [end recording] 


Middlemen Banned From Selling Crude Oil 
AB220746 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] Individuals operating as middlemen are no longer 
to take part in the sale of Nigeria's crude oil. Only the 
NNPC [Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation] as 
well as local and foreign corporate bodies which are 
actively involved in prospecting, exploration, and pro- 
duction of crude will henceforth be involved in the sale 
of oil. 


The new policy was made public in Kaduna yesterday by 
President Ibrahim Babangida. He said regulations govern- 
ing the issuance of licenses for crude oil marketing and 
production would soon be amended to reflect the change in 
policy. General Babangida said because of the uncertainties 
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in the crude oil market the Federal Government had 
adopted a strategy to hold more than 2 million barrels of 
crude oil per day in the country’s reserves. The president 
also disclosed that construction of the fourth refinery in 
Port Harcourt would be completed by the end of this year. 
The products of the refinery, he said, would make Nigeria a 
net exporter of petroleum products. 


Court Not To Rule on Unionists’ Suit 
AB220730 Lagos Domestic Service in Englishl 
2100 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Text] A Lagos high court today ruled that it had nojuris- 
diction to entertain the suits filed by three union activists of 
the Nigeria Labor Congress, NLC, urging it to restrain the 
president from dissolving the NLC executive. Justice Moni 
Fafiade said in a ruling that Decree 22 of 1985 restrained 
the high court from hearing the case. She upheld the 
submission of the minister of justice and attorney general of 
the federation, Prince Bola Ajibola, to the effect that the 
court lacked the jurisdiction to (?adjudicate) the case. Jus- 
tice Fafiade said the president’s dissolution of the NLC 
executive was in the interest of industrial peace and har- 
mony necessary for national economic recovery. 


Daily on Equal Rights for Christians, Muslims 
AB221155 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The NEW NIGERIAN takes a look at the religious 
crisis which broke out at the Kaduna Polytechnic 2 weeks 
ago and says the situation calls ior a thorough reexamina- 
tion. The paper disagrees with the call for the setting up of 
a judicial panel to investigate the matter, adding that the 
main issue in the crisis is unwillingness of the authorities of 
the institution to grant the Christian community the right to 
have a chapel on the campus. The NEW NIGERIAN cannot 
understand why some groups should object to providing a 
site for the Christian community on the campus to build 
their chapel, and says such a situation is not healthy in 
maintaining peace and tranquility in the institution. The 
paper says equal rights should be given to the Christians at 
the Kaduna Polytechnic like their Muslim counterparts. 


Senegal 
Zairian President Mobutu Pays Visit 


15 March Arrival 
AB151345 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 15 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Senegal received a distinguished guest today. He is 
Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko, MPR founding chairman and 
president of the Republic of Zaire, who arrived late in the 
morning at the Dakar-Yoff Airport for a 2-day working visit 
to Senegal. [passage omitted] 
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Talks With Diouf 
AB161014 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 16 Mar 88 


[Text] President Mobutu continues his visit to our country, a 
working visit that began yesterday and ends tomorrow. The 
Zairian president has already held talks with Mr Abdou 
Diouf. President Mobutu is accompanied by his state com- 
missioner for foreign affairs, Nguza Karl-I-Bond. Marshal 
Mobutu made no press statement when he arrived yesterday. 


Joint Communique 
AB172159 Dakar PANA in English 1809 GMT 
17 Mar 88 


[Text] Dakar, 17 March (APS-SEN/PANA)—Racist South 
Africa’s apartheid policy, its repressive measures against the 
black majority, including the recent ban on 17 anti-apart- 
heid organisations, have been condemned in a communique 
jointly issued by Senegal and Zaire on Thursday. 


The communique, issued at the end of a two-day visit to 
Senegal by Zairean President Sese Seko, the two countries 
also attacked the Pretoria regime for its systematic destabi- 
lisation of Frontline states, especially its repeated aggression 
against Angola. [sentence as received] 


On the Chad-Libya conflict, the two countries talked of the 
need to find a solution under the ad-hoc committee of the 
OAU, whose next meeting is expected to be held in Dakar. 


President Mobutu and his Senegalese counterpart, Abdou 
Diouf, expressed deep concern over the disastrous economic 
situation facing the African Continent because of the debt 
blacklog, estimated to be 200 billion U.S. dollars at the end 
of 1986. 


The two heads of state agreed to multiply their efforts in the 
OAU contact group on the debt crisis to which Senegal! and 
Zaire belong. 


On Marshal Mobutu’s visit to Senegal shortly after Diouf’s 
re-election, the communique said this showed “the renewed 
expression of solidarity in the relations” between the two 
countries. 


The two countries pledged to “fight for the defense of values 
and civilisation of the black community”. 


They expressed their joint determination to ensure the 
success of the Pan African Arts and Cultural Festival 
(FESPAC), scheduled to be staged in Senegal from mid- 
December 1988 to mid-January 1989. 


On bilateral relations, the two sides underlined the need to 
compensate the material losses suffered by Senegalese peo- 
ple who were repatriated from Zaire. 
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The two parties decided that a meeting of the joint commit- 
tee set up to make follow-up on the issue will be held in last 
two weeks of April. The meeting will also examine the 
situation of citizens living in each others’ territory. 


Diouf Receives Al-Qadhdhafi Message 19 Mar 
AB191938 Dakar PANA in French 1410 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Text] Dakar, 19 Mar (APS-SEN/PANA)—President Abdou 
Diouf of Senegal today in Dakar received Ibrahim Bichari, a 
special envoy of Colonel Mu’ammar al-Qadhdhafi, leader of 
the Libyan revolution. The Libyan envoy was a bearer of a 
message of congratulations from the Libyan leader to Presi- 
dent Abdou Diouf on his reelection as head of state of 


Senegal. 


Asked whether Col Al-Qadhdhafi will actually be present at 
the meeting of the OAU ad hoc committee on the Chad- 
Libya dispute in Dakar next month, the Libyan envoy 
simply replied “Inshallah” (if God permits). 


Togo 


Eyadema, GDR Official Discuss Cooperation 
AB181842 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1230 GMT 18 Mar 88 


[Text] The head of state received Dr Heinz Dieter Winter, 
the German Democratic Republic deputy minister of for- 
eign affairs, who extended the cordial greetings of the 
chairman of the State Council, Mr Erich Honecker, to 
President Eyadema. He also presented his condolences to 
President Eyadema on the death of his son Atchali Mondom 
Gnassingbe. Mr Dieter Winter told newsmen that he also 
briefed General Eyadema on the important guidelines of 
GDR foreign policy. Here is his statement to the press: 


[Begin recording] I was received by the president and our 
discussions were very cordial. I extended the cordial greet- 
ings of the chairman of the State Council of the GDR, Mr 
Honecker, and I presented his condolences to President 
Eyademz on the death of his son. He was grateful for the 
greetings and asked me to extend his (?warmest greeting) to 
Mr Honecker, the chairman of the State Council, to the 
party, and the German people. I also briefed the president 
on the latest most important tasks for GDR foreign policy. 


We also held political discussions with the Togolese minis- 
ter of foreign affairs during which we noted that we shared 
similar views on important current international political 
issues. Togo and the GDR share the same views on the 
importance of the agreement signed in December in Wash- 
ington on the elimination of medium-range nuclear missiles. 
Our two countries hope, and that was the topic of our 
discussions, that the disarmament process as far as nuclear 
weapons are concerned, will be pursued and that the Mos- 
cow summit scheduled to take place this year and to be 
attended by the two superpowers, the United States and the 
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USSR, will be successful as far as the elimination of (?nu- 
clear arms) are concerned. | had the possibility to (?give) 
concrete examples of the contribution made by the GDR to 
the research center on disarmament. 


I briefed President Eyadema on a project initiated by my 
country on the creation of a nuclear-free zone in central 
Europe. Togo’s partners also briefed me on the activities 
undertaken by Togo and in Africa on the elimination of 
nuclear weapons as part of the action to eradicate the apart- 
heid system in South Africa. On the issue of the creation of a 
nuclear-free zone, the GDR and Togo share the same views 
and that is why I was very happy to note that the Togolese 
Government and the head of state have accepted an invita- 
tion to take part in an international conference scheduled for 
Berlin this June on the issue of creating nuclear-free zones 
throughout the world and [passage indistinct] 


I believe that my visit to your country, which is the first one 
made by a GDR deputy minister of foreign affairs, will be 
the beginning of a policy of strengthening political dialogue 
between our countries. We agreed during our discussions 
that there was a good potential for developing bilateral 
relations of common interest and that is all the more true 
because we share the same views on current international 
issues, disarmament and development. 


I am leaving your country today with the best of impres- 
sions and I amy very happy to have noted that the 
Togolese people undertook successful projects in the 
national construction program under the leadership of 
President Gnassingbe Eyadema. [end recording] 


Chinese Delegation Arrives for Visit 18 Mar 
AB191106 Lome Domestic Service in French 
2200 GMT 18 Mar 88 


[Text] A four-man delegation of the Communist Party of 
China [CPC] arrived in Lome this afternoon for a friendly 
visit to its Togolese counterpart, the RPT. Led by (Ho 
Xishou), an alternate member of the CPC Central Commit- 
tee, the delegation was welcomed at the Lome-Tokoin Inter- 
national Airport by (Sabo Korto), a member of the Political 
Bureau and permanent director of the RPT as well as Mr Li 
Peiyi, PRC ambassador to Togo. The leader of the delegation 
stated that this visit to Togo is part of efforts to strengthen 
relations between the two parties and our two countries: 


{Begin recording in Mandarin followed by French transla- 
tion] As you know, not long ago, Comrade (Korto), perma- 
nent secretary of the RPT, visited the PRC. Today, the CPC 
delegation is visiting your country. This demonstrates the 
excellent, friendly relations that exist between the RPT and 
the CPC. I can say that the aim of our visit is to strengthen 
mutual understanding. Under the leadership of His Excel- 
lency President Eyadema, Togo has made a lot of political 
achievements. It has achieved stability and national unity 
and its economy is growing. Therefore, we must strengthen 
bilateral friendship and learn from you. Relations between 
our two parties will be strengthened further. Thank you. 
[end recording] 
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